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Gocial to resign at end of  year
The psi Upsilon fraternity has been 
mandated to cease and desist its pledge 
process, according to Fraternity president 
Kyle mcBurney ’09.  The fraternity had a 
list of requirements to accomplish before 
the pledging process and had completed 
each task except for meeting with Dean 
of Students Tammy Gocial, who asked 
not to meet with the fraternity after 
mcBurney made critical remarks during 
a karaoke routine at the Gambier Grill, 
according to mcBurney.    
in an e-mail addressed to mcBur-
ney, Gocial “said that she didn’t want to 
meet with us at the time because she felt 
hurt and wanted someone else to meet 
in her place,” mcBurney said. “She said 
that we hadn’t done enough to start our 
pledging process.”  
according to Gocial, she had been 
trying to schedule a meeting with the 
fraternity, but had not been able to meet 
with them before the open mic night. 
         a senior who, along with approxi-
mately 40 other students, attended the 
open mic night at the Gambier Grill on 
Feb. 4, said mcBurney’s “rant” was “com-
pletely out of context.”  She said students 
generally were bored or annoyed by it.   
Gocial said she “said that i thought 
it was inappropriate and that i had spent 
a lot of time working with [mcBurney] 
as a Greek leader, and was frustrated that 
he would disparage me so openly in such see Gocial, page 4
a setting.”  
mcBurney said he was “a little 
nervous” to receive Gocial’s e-mail. 
“it seemed that the relationship of my 
chapter overall was greatly affected,” he 
said. “i told her almost immediately that 
i wanted to meet with her and state my 
case and i told her that what she heard 
was probably over-exaggerated through 
the grapevine.  i did apologize and i 
told her that my judgment was slightly 
impaired.”  
“i don’t see why i should be ex-
pected to bend over backwards and jump 
through hoops if that’s all the respect i 
get,” Gocial said, “because now you’re 
just working with me to check it off a list, 
and you don’t really care what i think or 
what i say, and in fact you’ve made it very 
clear to your chapter that my opinion, my 
voice, means nothing to you.”  
Gocial said mcBurney “completely 
acknowledges being disrespectful; he’s 
apologized to me,” she said. “We’ve had 
a good conversation about it.  We both 
agreed to walk away from the situation 
with kind of no hard feelings.”  
“She’s very forgiving and under-
stands that students make mistakes and 
we all have lapses in judgment,” mcBur-
ney said, “and i really appreciated that 
because i was in the wrong.” 
“i think she understands that it 
wasn’t really a personal attack,” he said. 
The e-mail, however, was “a little 
unexpected or a little rash,” according 
            Dean of Students Tammy Gocial an-
nounced Feb. 20 that she plans to resign 
at the end of the year.  
Gocial’s next move 
Gocial has accepted a position as an 
associate vice president at an institution 
in St. Louis.  She worked in the city for 
fifteen years before coming to Kenyon. 
Gocial was hired about two weeks ago, 
and said she would announce the name of 
the institution once the school officially 
announces her appointment.
associate Dean of Students Tacci 
Smith said she was “a little surprised” to 
learn of Gocial’s resignation, but said she 
“probably wasn’t extremely shocked be-
cause of the relationship i have with her.” 
“i’m sad for us as well as for me, 
because i really enjoyed her as a supervi-
sor,” Smith said.  
“it’s really about an opportunity for 
us to be with our friends and … to have 
much better balance in our lives,” Gocial 
said about moving back to St. Louis with 
her partner.  
Gocial said that the St. Louis college 
sought her out, and that when she arrived 
at Kenyon, she had thought she would 
end her career in Gambier.  
“This is the first job i’ve had where i 
haven’t taught, and i missed that,” Gocial 
said. “i’m excited about going back to 
teaching.” 
Student reactions 
andrea Newman ’11 said she was 
“extremely surprised” and called Gocial’s 
resignation “totally unexpected,” but 
Kaitlin Rafferty ’09 said she “wasn’t really 
that surprised.” 
“i have absolutely no hard feelings 
toward her or against her, so, hopefully it’s 
a good position for her,” said Rafferty, who 
added that, based on all-student e-mails 
she has read, it seems “a lot of people are 
happy about it.” 
“i think people are mostly happy,” 
Rebecca Roth ’10 said. “people don’t 
really like her.”  
“i never really met her, but i know 
a lot of people are ecstatic about her leav-
ing,” claire Strom ’11 said. “all in all, i 
think both she and Kenyon are ready to 
move on.” 
Kafui akakpo ’10, however, said he 
was sad about Gocial’s resignation. “That 
little lady’s my boo,” he said.  
alice adebiyi ’11 said she was sur-
prised and “still can’t understand why” 
Gocial is resigning. “i think she’s great,” 
she said. “Every time i see her, i always see 
her smiling.” 
Newman said she has “dual opin-
ions” of Gocial.  “one of my friends had 
interactions with her where she was very, 
very helpful when my friend had some 
problems with other students,” she said. 
“also, a lot of my friends had difficulty 
toward the party policy, and when pledg-
ing last year, she shut down a lot of the 
operations and my Greek friends were 
very, very frustrated with that.”  
“it is very unfortunate that Dean 
Gocial is leaving the college now,” Stu-
dent council president Shrochis Karki 
’09 said, “especially because she has 
psi-U fraternity 
under investigation grown into the role and she was doing 
a great job.” 
The early days
Gocial began as dean of students 
in 2005, during a period she described as 
transitional.  “i think i was here in a time 
that was a difficult time of change for the 
student body, with peirce [Hall] being 
down, with struggles with the bookstore, 
with the travel back and forth to [the 
Ernst center], the new [Kenyon athletic 
center] and what that represented.”  
previously, Gocial had worked at 
the college of Santa Fe, which she said 
was slightly smaller than Kenyon.  “Here, 
people are so busy and so active in their 
own lives and their own research and 
their own projects that it takes a while to 
develop friendships, and they’re just very 
different environments in terms of the 
community and the school,” she said.  
“my job as dean of students before 
this dean of students job was extraordi-
narily different,” she said. “i didn’t have 
this kind of criticism of my character, 
and i assure you i was the same person. 
i didn’t change as a person.  i do my job 
the same way … it’s just a sense of whether 
or not my style and my approach and my 
expectations fit with thist student body 
and this community.”  
“This place is really hard, and i don’t 
think anybody would be surprised to hear 
me say that,” Gocial said. “i think that new 
students get welcomed in in a very differ-
ent way than new administrators.”  
Smith agreed that it is difficult for 
administrators to transition into the Ke-
By KaLi GREFF
Sports Editor
Students paint murals in mcBride, mather Res Halls
This winter, to break the monotony 
of the color palette of an array of various 
shades of gray that characterizes the win-
ters in Gambier, students of north campus 
have taken it upon themselves to bring 
splashes of color to the lackluster walls of 
the residences of mcBride and mather 
through murals.
Students were called on early in the 
semester to submit ideas for murals to be 
painted to be approved by Residential Life. 
once approved, these students were free 
to make their mark on Kenyon through 
their diverse creative endeavors.
one mural, still in the process of 
being painted but almost complete, is a 
life-size version of a celestial Seasonings 
Sleepytime tea package. The student 
painters are said to be Will Koehler ’11 
and Diane Staats ’11,  according to com-
munity advisor Juney Shober ’10, and 
the students who have helped make this 
dream a reality on the short side of the 
second floor of mather are Koehler, Staats, 
Gillian Lambert ’11, Jon Edwards ’11, 
Sarah Dowling ’11, christine Bonomo 
’11, Sara Berman ’11, anna Simpson ’11, 
Susanna Byrd ’11, Sarah Embick ’11 and 
Shober.
“We have michelangelo in our 
sights,” Shober said. “Given the economic 
situation, we thought if we could establish 
ourselves as world class mural painters, 
then we would be set upon graduation and 
possibly avoid the rather dismal job market 
by jumping straight to the ‘in-high-demand 
artist’ status.”
on the other side of mather, on the 
first floor, matt Davis ’12 completed his 
vision on the long side of the building—a 
tracing of two silhouettes of two men, one 
looking through a telescope with doves 
emerging from it. accompanying this im-
age are two verses that discuss reflections 
and an “interior mirror,” one that was Davis’ 
idea, and the other was the brainchild of 
Brian Stratton ’12.
“i think it’s really cool that it’ll be on 
the wall there until we graduate, and my 
favorite thing is that everybody wrote up a 
part of the phrase,” Nicolyn Woodcock ’12, 
a resident on Davis’ hall who wrote one of 
the words of the mural, said. “it’s awesome 
to see the different styles of handwriting up 
there and how they seem representative of 
the diverse people and personalities we 
have in our hall. it adds color and when 
visitors come to the hall they can see 
something unique about us.”
By SaRaH QUELLER
News Editor
By SaRaH QUELLER 
News Editor 
“i decided to do the mural for the 
sake of the undertaking,” Davis said. “i’ve 
never really painted, and certainly not a 
wall … i’ve always enjoyed sharing [and] 
trading creative things, be it letters, draw-
ings and what not. Whereas a drawing can 
go to one person, the mural can be shared 
with many.”
across the way, on the “middleside” 
of first-floor mcBride, another group of 
students found it important to immor-
talize an influ-
ential person 
in Kenyon’s 
history. Head 
community 
advisor of mc-
Bride Emma 
L i p p i n c o t t 
’10 wished to 
pay tribute to 
the recently 
deceased paul 
N e w m a n . 
complete with 
paintbrushes 
in the hands 
of ahmad Ha-
mad ’12, molly 
milne ’12, Sar-
ah corcoran 
’12, melissa Humphries ’12, Lewis Barnes 
’12, Whitty montgomery ’12, Lily Bar-
rett ’12, mike Broida ’12, Sarah Schulz 
’12, Steve Gontzes ’12 and courtney 
Himebrook ’12 and the artistic stylings of 
Langston Vonderheide ’12, who created 
the stencil of Newman’s face, this 72-square 
mural of neon rainbow colors recognized 
Newman’s many achievements.
“Twenty-five of these squares will 
have black stenciled images of Newman’s 
face and we will have his name, his mov-
ies, his plays at Kenyon, a quote of his 
and his birth and death dates on some 
of the other squares,” Lippincott said. “i 
decided it would be appropriate because 
he deserves a little bit of a tribute for the life 
he led being such a talented performer and 
a dedicated philanthropist. i feel it will add 
color to our windowless hallway while also 
paying tribute to one of Kenyon’s most 
illustrious alumni.”
see Psi-U, page 4
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Res Life considers change after survey
The Office of Residential Life 
has recently compiled the results 
of the Quality of Life survey ad-
ministered in October 2008 and is 
considering new changes based on 
student input. The annual survey, 
which is now in its second year, 
“helps to measure student satisfac-
tion with their residential experi-
ence as well as other services which 
affect student living ,” Assistant 
Dean of Student for Housing and 
Residential Life Alicia Dugas said.
“Feedback from the sur vey 
will assist our office in recognizing 
staff and making improvements to 
residential life across campus,” As-
sistant Director for Residential Life 
Matt Troutman said. “Student com-
ments will help guide the campus 
plans for the future.”
“The data are sorted in differ-
ent ways, by first year students, by 
hall, by area (north/south), etc.,” 
Troutman said. “This is done to 
look at trends of the data, especially 
pertinent to specific questions, such 
as lounge furniture, hall activities, 
and laundry facilities.  
“The feedback from the Qual-
ity of Life survey is very useful to 
our department,” Assistant Director 
of Housing and Residential Life 
for Mather and McBride  Chris-
tine Wheeler said. “Each student’s 
opinion is valued and taken into 
consideration.  Responses about 
programming have resulted in more 
concentrated efforts on behalf of 
our [Community Advisors].”
Troutman said that sur vey 
responses indicated that students 
of the First Year Quad were not as 
satisfied with the laundry facilities 
as other areas and Student Council 
is now addressing the problem. 
Another improvement that 
will soon be made, according to 
Troutman, is the addition of an 
anonymous online “comment box” 
on the Housing and Residential 
Life Web site.  “Many enjoy AVI’s 
sug g estion/comment box ,  but 
having something similar in Gund 
Commons might not be as acces-
sible to most students since most 
do not travel through the building 
daily like they do for Peirce Hall,” 
he said. “This online suggestion 
box will allow students to provide 
suggestions or comments without 
providing their name.”
“When several students report 
an issue, we know that the concern 
is something we want to put energy 
into evaluating,” Wheeler said.
“Many residents asked for 
more bonfires, movies, BBQs, cook-
ies and ice cream.  Both North and 
South staffs are doing area-wide 
programs and/or hall programs to 
reflect each of these at some point 
throughout the Spring semester,” 
Assistant Director of Housing and 
Residential Life Bryan Shelangoski 
said. “Many residents wanted to 
see more mixed-gender housing 
options.  As per the Housing and 
Dining Committee, every Caples 
suite will be mixed-gender starting 
next year.”
New furniture was a very com-
mon request from Gund residents 
who took the survey. “This sug-
gestion is one in which staff is 
researching what type of furniture 
would be best suited for the lounge 
and will soon ask residents for their 
feedback,” Troutman said. “Pro-
vided that funding can be found to 
replace the furniture, it is hopeful 
that new furniture can be added to 
the lounge for next year.”
Dugas said the 2007 survey 
had resulted in several changes 
throughout campus including four 
lounges with new furniture and cur-
tains, repainting New Apartments 
and installing new carpet, Commu-
nity Advisor recognition and closer 
attention to laundry facilities.
The results of the 2007 survey 
also showed that many students 
“felt they were required to move out 
too soon after finals,” Shelangoski 
said. “We have now extended the 
Noon deadline to 5:00 pm.”
“The data collected assists the 
Assistant Dean in the performance 
evaluation process of the Assistant 
Directors,” Troutman said. “It pro-
vides valuable information for the 
Community Advisor performance 
evaluation process done by the As-
sistant Directors. The staff especial-
ly learn a lot from the open-ended 
questions that have many solutions-
oriented suggestions for them in 
improving the residential activities 
and community in general.”
Responses from the 2008 sur-
vey also showed that 80 percent of 
residents believed that their CA 
was visible in their residential area 
(ten percent neutral), 83 percent be-
lieved that their CA was approach-
able and helpful in resolving issues 
(12 percent neutral), 94 percent 
indicated they felt comfortable 
contacting the CA on duty, and 89 
percent indicated that overall, they 
were satisfied living in their residen-
tial area (eight percent neutral).
“Since the survey is done about 
seven weeks after classes started in 
the fall, we would like to get some 
more information this semester 
now that everyone has settled in 
more,” Troutman said. “By having 
this qualitative component to our 
continual improvement process, 
we will be able to ask follow-up 
questions that will allow for deeper, 
more meaningful information.”
BY AuGuST STEIGMEYER
News Assistant
Feb. 18 – Feb. 4, 009
Feb. 19, 12:04 a.m. – Vandalism/windows broken on vehicle outside Gambier 
Grill.  Sheriff ’s Office notified.
Feb. 19, 1:20 a.m. – Fire alarm at Leonard Hall/pull station activated.  No smoke 
or fire found and alarm was reset.
Feb. 19, 2:48 a.m. – Vandalism/rock thrown through window at the Phi Kap 
House.  Sheriff ’s Office notified.
Feb. 19, 8:11 p.m. – Suspicious vehicle at the Observatory.
Feb. 21, 1:59 p.m. – Medical call regarding student injured in fall outside the 
Bookstore.  Student was transported to the Health Center.
Feb. 21, 6:04 p.m. – Theft of items from locker at the KAC.
Feb. 21, 10:00 p.m. – AVI employee injured in fall at South Lot.
Feb. 22, 1:09 a.m. – Medical call regarding underage intoxicated student who 
fell outside Black Box Theater.  Student transported to residence and will be 
watched by friends.
Feb. 22, 10:16 a.m. – Medical call at Mather Residence, regarding student injured 
in fall.  Student transported to emergency room by a friend.
Feb. 22, 12:01 p.m. – Reported theft of item from KAC.
Feb. 23, 4:47 p.m. – Reported theft of item from Peirce Hall
Village Record
LBIS removes CAA
BY RACHEL KELLER
Staff Writer 
After its use in a trial period in sever-
al residence halls, Bluesocket has replaced 
Clean Access Agent as the school’s official 
network accessing program.  
The switch was prompted by com-
plaints from students having trouble con-
necting to Kenyon’s residential network. 
The library’s helpline service received 
numerous calls about problems with 
Clean Access Agent, especially from 
Windows 64 users.  
“Some students told us they felt 
that [Clean Access Agent] was clunky or 
frustrating to use,” Library and Informa-
tion Services Helpline Manager Brandon 
Warga said. “We hope that more students 
will find it simpler and faster to get on the 
residential network with Bluesocket.”   
Bluesocket, the product used to access 
Kenyon’s residential network, is the same as 
the campus wireless login network, which 
is what one uses when he or she connects to 
the internet in the library or Peirce. 
“Switching to Bluesocket will shorten 
the time it takes students to access the 
residential network,” Warga said. “It also 
means that students will have less software 
to update or reinstall on their personal 
computers when they return to Kenyon 
each fall.” 
According to Computing and Net-
work Systems Designer and Manager 
Libby Garner, the change will unify the 
network experience that students and 
faculty have on campus. 
“As the Spring semester continues, 
it will enhance the user’s educational ex-
perience to be able to access the network 
resources such as the P: drive or their H: 
drive, wherever they are,” Garner said.
Previously, Kenyon used two sepa-
rate networks: an academic network and 
a residential network. use of Bluesocket 
eliminates the difference between signing 
into either network and makes it easier for 
the helpline service to identify and solve 
connection problems. 
“Everyone’s under the same network 
and everyone’s experiencing the same 
thing, so that’s good,” Helpline employee 
Mary Jean Harwood ’11 said. “It’s easier 
from a practical standpoint. Instead of 
dealing with different types of logins, it’s 
all the same.”
Bluesocket also eliminates the need 
to install programs on students’ comput-
ers. Before, with Clean Access Agent, 
students needed to uninstall any anti-virus 
software they had and install Clean Ac-
cess Agent, which had its own anti-virus 
programs. 
Helpline employee Shrochis Karki 
’09 worries that Bluesocket does not 
require the same level of security as Clean 
Access Agent. He says it is up to students 
to take the initiative in protecting their 
computers from viruses. 
According to Garner, the Symantec 
Antivirus software that students previ-
ously used in addition to Clean Access 
Agent is still available and will work ef-
ficiently with Bluesocket. 
“Viruses will always be a risk for your 
computer and antivirus software,” Gar-
ner said.  “Along with keeping software 
patches up to date and being smart about 
where you go and what you download, 
[maintaining a good security status] will 
always be an important part of keeping 
your computer running well.”
Garner suggests that along with 
watching what they download, students 
need to regularly check their anti-virus 
software to be sure that it is updated. 
To use Bluesocket, students open the 
Web browser and sign into the network 
with their username and password. 
“If they’re connected wired or wire-
lessly to the residential network, they 
should be automatically redirected to a 
Web page where they will sign in,” Warga 
said. “Authentication—the process of 
signing in to a network—is handled 
through this Web page, and students no 
longer need to run additional software to 
access the residential network.” 
The conversions of networks will 
not affect the programs that students use 
to browse the Web. The only difference 
will be that instead of signing into Clean 
Access Agent to use the Internet, students 
will sign into Bluesocket. It only pertains 
to the residential network, so faculty will 
experience no change in how it accesses 
the internet or Kenyon networks.
“Because many students have already 
used Bluesocket to sign in to the wireless 
network in academic buildings, the pro-
cess should be familiar,” Warga said.
As an extra perk, Bluesocket allows 
students to access the residential network 
through four different devices at a single 
time. 
Peeps petition for Greek status
As of last week, the Peeps O’ Kenyon 
(Peeps) have begun to petition to regain 
membership in the Greek Council.  Al-
though the Peeps only withdrew from the 
Council last semester, according to Peeps 
president Lauren Pfundstein’10, on Feb. 
16 the Peeps voted overwhelmingly to 
rejoin Greek Council. 
“Much of what kept us away can 
be described as miscommunication and 
misunderstanding,” Pfundstein said. 
“There is a community aspect to Greek 
Council that perhaps we neglected to see 
before. All three counterparts—fraterni-
ties, sororities and social organizations 
of Kenyon essentially all want the same 
basic things: to honor the past, sustain … 
in the present and ensure a lasting future. 
We believe the best option for ensuring a 
lasting future for the Peeps is to rejoin the 
Greek Council.” 
According to the Greek Constitu-
tion, in order for a group to rejoin the 
Council, they must formally petition 
BY ELIzABETH BERNSTEIN
Staff Writer 
the Greek Council.  According to the 
constituion: “The petition must detail 
how Greek recognition would affect 
their group and what that designation 
would mean for their relationship with 
the College. It must also explain their 
belief of what it means to be Greek and to 
be Greek at Kenyon. ... A simple majority 
vote of member-delegates and within 
member organizations is necessary for 
the organization to be reaccepted and 
after one full academic semester, the orga-
nization shall regain full voting rights.”
Pfundstein and Co-President Mat-
thew Niederhuer ’10 went before the 
council Monday in order to circulate and 
discuss their petition. As to the likelihood 
that their petition will be passed, the Peeps 
remain optimistic, but uncertain. “We 
want to state our belief that as an active 
part of the council, the Peeps can offer a 
different voice/perspective for the coun-
cil,” Pfundstein said. “I think the Peeps 
are a well-liked group on campus. I also 
believe the group provides a communal 
backing to a voice that is not always heard 
at Kenyon. I certainly am hopeful that we 
will be able to rejoin the Council. I believe 
both the Greek Council and the Peeps 
would benefit from the reunion.”
According the Alex Roland ’09, 
president of Greek Council, the Peeps’ 
motives for petitioning to rejoin are 
questionable. “I don’t know that they have 
proved a significant desire to be Greek, 
which has always been a sore spot with 
them in the past,” Roland said. “Their 
petition coincides with their application 
to get themed housing space and this 
may indicate a more material desire to 
be Greek, rather than any emotional or 
sentimental desire to be part of our com-
munity. However, it’s not for me to decide 
and they may really value the role they 
could play in our community in light of 
their new leadership and higher level of 
organization.” 
New members of the Peeps are 
excited about rejoining Greek Council. 
“As a new Peep, I am excited about the 
possibility of the Peeps rejoining Greek 
Council,” Bennett Davidson ’12 said. “I 
believe it will strengthen the group, as well 
as diversify the social groups at Kenyon.”
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Campus sees ‘Kenyon Krud’ epidemic
by Paige Zorniger
Staff Writer 
These late months of winter 
are the time of year when the in-
famous “Kenyon Krud” consumes 
nearly half of the campus, taking 
as its victim students and teach-
ers alike.   Professor have been 
noting large numbers of students 
missing from class, and no, these 
absentees are not hanging out 
in the Kenyon athletic Center 
or relaxing at Middleground.
Most are sick in bed with the 
flu, a cold, bronchitis or any 
of the other myriad illnesses 
that seem to be plaguing the 
campus.  The Health Center 
is feeling the heat, too, as it is 
seeing anywhere from 55-65 
students each day.
When asked what most 
students who were coming to 
the Health Center had, nurse 
Practitioner and Director of 
Health Services Kim Cullers 
said, “Most of the students 
we are seeing right now have 
viral illnesses, specifically in-
fluenza a, influenza b and a 
viral upper respiratory infection 
which involves a pretty severe sore 
throat, severe nasal congestion 
and cough.”
She also added that, however, 
despite the ostensibly endless sup-
ply of sick students, this happens 
every year. “February is a very 
busy month and always has been. 
on average, the health center will 
see between 850-950 students,” 
Cullers said.
because of the close quarters 
students share, it has been easy for 
all of the illnesses to spread.  Com-
munity advisor for gund Hall 
Mo Hamad ’10 said, “My residents 
are always hugging me. That’s how 
i think i got sick.  Two guys on my 
floor even have mono.”  He was 
also quick to add, “Kenyon has no 
plan to handle this, and it happens 
every year.  We need to be more 
prepared for all of these sick kids 
and educate students on how to 
prevent spreading everything.”
Spanish Professor Fernando 
blanco think the mass amount of 
sick kids may be due to more than 
just close contact and spreading. 
blanco said, “Considering that we 
are close to the break in our sixth 
week of classes, the combined ef-
fect of the midterm syndrome —
lack of restorative sleeping, sleep-
ing deprivation, working through 
the night, anxiety associated with 
your academic performance, etc 
and wearing flip-flops with 20-30 
degrees F— result in a higher rate 
of absenteeism.”
Professor  of english William 
Klein noted that in almost every 
class, 10-15 percent of his students 
were missing.  “With the nature of 
the class, i think everyone would 
be here if they could. it seems to 
have caused a general somber, 
gloomy and flat feeling around 
campus,” he said.
“i just got over the cold,” 
Josh Samuels ’12 said.  “it was a 
throat bug.  i ended up missing 
a Latin class, dance class and 
Dramaturg y … more than i 
would have liked.”  
“i’ve been sick too,” Cari 
Fickens ’09 said.  “The Kenyon 
Krud comes around every year. 
it’s great for bonding.  i live off 
campus, and i still got it.”
it seems as though there is 
no hiding from the multitude 
of sicknesses on campus.  if you 
or one of your friends is getting 
sick,  however, don’t let the long 
line at the Health Center keep 
you feeling helpless. “if students 
believe they are coming down 
with influenza and get to the 
health center within 48 hours of 
the onset of symptoms, antivirals 
like Tamiflu and relenza can be 
prescribed.  They can shorten 
the flu and make it less severe,” 
Cullers said. 
Paid advertisement
MaDeLine gobbo
Church collects for Wiggin Street
by eLiZabeTH bernSTein
Staff Writer 
This month, the epworth 
United Methodist Church is 
starting a donation program for 
students at Wiggin Street ele-
mentary School in need of winter 
clothes and school supplies. ac-
cording to Pastor elliott J. bush, 
interim minister of the epworth 
United Methodist Church, the 
idea for the program came from 
a similar program currently run-
ning between the South Vernon 
United Methodist Church and 
the Columbia School, both in 
Mount Vernon. 
“i didn’t expect to have the 
same kind of response from the 
Wiggin Street School,” bush said. 
“but i went to talk to the princi-
pal and told her about what was 
going on in South Vernon and 
she said that 25 percent of our 
students qualify for either free 
or reduced lunches.” 
according to bush, the 
school district for the Wiggin 
Street School includes areas with 
low-income housing, and many 
families’ incomes are cut in half 
by divorce. “There’s more poverty 
here than i would’ve guessed,” 
he said. 
bush hopes that as spring 
approaches, some of Kenyon 
students’ old winter clothes can 
be recycled and put to good 
use. “if there were students at 
Kenyon who were interested 
in, rather than packing up or 
throwing their winter clothes 
away, donat[ing ] their clothes 
to the church, we could give it 
to Wiggin Street,” bush said. “i 
would guess that there are many 
Kenyon students whose mittens 
and hats are small enough to fit 
a fifth grader, and scarf sizes are 
universal.”
in addition to collecting win-
ter clothes, the Church also hopes 
to collect school supplies. 
“When everyone packs up 
for the summer and has only 
slightly used pens, pencils and 
notebooks, we could just recycle 
that and give them to the kids in 
the fall,” bush said, “We’d like to 
form a long lasting relationship 
with Wiggin Street and this is a 
small Church, with only 38 active 
members, so in order to supply 
the 50 kids with all the supplies 
they need, we thought we could 
reach out to the Kenyon com-
munity.”
bush has placed a basket 
inside the epworth United Meth-
odist Church, which is located 
at the corner of Wiggin St. and 
ackland St. and is willing to ac-
cept both new and used clothing 
and school supplies for children 
five to ten years old. 
if there are any students who 
would like to help with this pro-
gram, bush would appreciate 
help with placing collection bins 
in some of the residence halls on 
campus. bush can be contacted by 
e-mail, pstrelliott@gmail.com, or 
telephone, 740-398-6997. 
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Students give Caples elevator aquatic theme
Kenyon students are giving the 
elevator in the Caples residence hall a 
new, aquatically-themed paint job. The 
mural will feature “underwater Kenyon,” a 
design conceived by Daisy Linden ’09.
Linden was originally given the 
opportunity to paint the elevator in No-
vember 2008. “I did the [original] mural 
in about two days,” she said. “It was really 
simple: a blue background with some sea 
creatures that were pretty cute.” 
Linden finished just before Thanks-
giving break, but maintenance thought 
the mural was graffiti because of some 
paint drips on the linoleum. “They 
whitewashed the whole thing by the time 
everyone got back from break,” she said. 
“Bryan Shelangoski was really apologetic, 
but it was still a bummer.”
Linden is working on the repaint, 
now joined by Jack Goldenberg ’09. “I’m 
really excited,” said Goldenberg. “Daisy’s 
got non-stop sea creatures and I have some 
ideas to give it a sense of space, and that’s 
not even including some Fishtank-sculp-
ture/Atlantis/Sandcastle-themed Kenyon 
buildings, or underwater Middle Path.”
 “It’ll be a lot like the first one, the 
same sea creatures, the same fun, goofy 
vibe that Daisy’s bringing,” Goldenberg 
said, “but with extra hands we’ll be able 
to do a bit more.”
“Daisy’s got a great mind for creative 
imagery and I’ve had some experience 
doing murals before so hopefully together 
we can really make it a world in there,” 
said Goldenberg. “I’ve never worked on 
a three-dimensional space, so I’m looking 
forward to the challenges and opportuni-
ties that come from having all those walls 
and the roof to use.”
Last summer, the previous mural 
was painted over white, which presented 
some problems. “Ever since the elevator 
[became blank], it attracted a lot of really 
dumb graffiti,” Linden said.
Graffiti was one of the major factors 
in the decision to repaint the elevator. 
“[The Office of Residential Life] decided 
the elevator should be repainted this past 
summer when we found many notes of 
vandalism,” said Bryan Shelangoski, as-
sistant director for Residential Life. 
The Caples elevator has often been 
repainted in order to give new Kenyon 
students an opportunity to design and 
paint their own mural.
“We like to leave murals on walls for 
a total of four years and then offer the new 
students in that area a chance to design 
something new,” Shelangoski said, “just 
so they can leave a part of their legacy at 
Kenyon as well.”
Caples residents were given the 
opportunity earlier in the year to submit 
designs to their Community Advisors 
and volunteer to paint, Shelangoski said. 
Shelangoski was in charge of approving 
the designs and then letting the Caples 
residents vote for their favorite. Initially, 
Linden was the only volunteer, but Gold-
enberg soon joined the project. 
“I came back this semester and saw 
the elevator was in a bad way, so I asked 
about painting a mural,” he said. “Inci-
dentally, I knew Daisy from a semester 
art program we both did junior year of 
high school so I asked her if I could get 
in the mix.”
Shelangoski said that measures are 
being taken to prevent the vandalism of 
this new mural. “Graffiti is a problem in 
many residence halls, hallways, stairwells, 
etc.,” he said. “Our plan to hopefully allevi-
ate this is to advertise the fact that fellow 
Kenyon students spent their precious 
time and effort painting this design for 
everyone to enjoy.  Additionally, there will 
be some sort of clear-coat finish in order 
to deter graffiti.”
The painting began on Thursday, 
Feb. 19. “We worked a bit on Friday 
[Feb. 20] and then ran out of paint,” 
Goldenberg said. “Hopefully we’ll get 
some before the break and then finish it 
before the weather gets nice.”
Linden, however, is more lenient 
about a completion date. “Just like the 
best kind of parties, nobody really knows 
when it’ll end.”
By AuGuST STEIGMEyER
News Assistant
to McBurney. “The dean of students 
is supposed to be above the mayhem 
to be level-headed and it was just a bit 
childish.”  
“One of his friends wrote to me 
and told me I was childish,” Gocial said. 
“I’m human. It’s hard to just back away 
from that and just let your reputation 
be maligned.”
The fraternity is also being investi-
gated for a party at the Duff Street Apart-
ments (Milk Cartons).  “I’ve been told 
that a student brought forth Facebook 
pictures to the administration, who saw 
it as grounds to open up an investigation,” 
McBurney said. 
McBurney said he was notified that 
the case had been closed due to lack of 
evidence, but then was informed that 
“that was a miscommunication” and that 
the case had been reopened. “Since then 
we’ve been taken to a hearing,” he said.  
“There are sanctions placed on us 
from last year, which we did partially 
accomplish first semester, and that we’re 
hoping to accomplish more this semes-
ter,” McBurney said. “Obviously we will 
be on more of a time crunch because of 
the cease and desist, we can’t really do 
anything collectively, which is a difficult 
situation to carry out some of the prom-
ises we’ve made.”  
“I’m frustrated that they feel so 
downtrodden by me, because I’m simply 
asking them to live up to the ideals that 
they espouse,” Gocial said.  
The fraternity has accepted 12 bids, 
but has lost about three and a half weeks 
of pledging.  “We’ve just got to get back 
in the school’s good graces and pledging 
will happen naturally,” McBurney said. 
“We’ll do what we can this semester.”  
McBurney said he hopes to “have 
the opportunity to get on the same 
page from day one” next year with the 
new dean of students.  “They should 
understand that as undergraduates 
we are imperfect, but there should 
be a mutual understanding that we 
want to enjoy our college experience 
as much as we can.  We want to do 
it responsibly and we want to work 
with the school and we want to feel 
as if we have the freedom and trust for 
self-governance and prove ourselves 
capable.” 
Greek Council President Al-
exandra Roland ‘09 and Director 
of Student Activities Brent Turner 
declined comment on the story. 
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Psi-U: pledging suspended
Gocial: legacy with Greeks, party policy, housing lottery examined
nyon community.  “I felt like I was being 
tested; it felt like an initiation process,” 
Smith said of her initial time at Kenyon. 
“Sometimes I ask myself: ‘Am I really part 
of this community or just sort of?’” 
“I’ll be interested to see what next 
year’s like here, because it is a challenge to 
find and adjust to new administrators,” 
Laura Paul ’11 said.  
“I made mistakes early on, and 
I think that I recovered from some of 
those,” she said. “unfortunately, there 
were times when I think the community 
expected me to respond in a certain way 
to something, because it was what they 
thought I should do, and the part that was 
so difficult was that people didn’t ever ask 
me why I did or didn’t do a certain thing; 
they just criticized me for whether I did 
or didn’t do it.”  
Dean as scapegoat 
“No matter what the dean does, no 
matter what decision the dean makes, 
somebody isn’t going to like something 
about it, and I certainly acknowledge 
that,” Gocial said. “you sort of know that 
when you take a job like this, and so you 
have to make the best decisions you can, 
with the information you have available, 
with an eye toward what you hope to see 
happen on the other side of it.”  
“It’s a popular thing to hate Gocial,” 
Meredith Tyma ’11 said. “That’s all it is.” 
According to Gocial, the Kenyon 
community had an “expectation that 
this office would sort of issue the cam-
pus-wide edict of ‘thou shalt not behave 
badly’” in response to acts of vandalism. 
“My response to those things was that 
I really wanted the campus to respond 
as a campus, to say … ‘This offends our 
sensibilities as a community, and people 
shouldn’t behave that way.’” 
“I don’t want to be that kind of dean 
of students, where the whole expectation 
of my job is to hold people accountable 
for things,” Gocial said. “I don’t like that. 
I want to get to know students who are 
involved in leadership activities, and the 
paper, and the Greek leadership, to try 
to help people gain skills and practice the 
knowledge and the skills they’re gaining 
in the classroom so that they are building 
their own learning for the future.”  
“In the definition of the dean that she 
should be an advocate for students, some-
where in that translation students think 
that means that the dean should let them 
do whatever they want,” Smith said. 
“The dean makes decisions and I 
think what students hear most of the time 
is, ‘No,’” she said. “I think that becomes 
difficult for students sometimes.” 
“I think that anyone in her position 
would not be popular with students,” 
Strom said. “And it seemed that she spent 
half of her time defending her actions, 
which doesn’t say a lot about her policies.” 
“Most of the students who have 
an opinion of me have never met me, 
have never had a conversation with me, 
don’t understand anything about what 
I’m about,” Gocial said. “They just hear 
the misinformation and there’s no way 
to correct it.”  
“I know there has been a lot of criti-
cism of her role,” Karki said, “but when I 
talked to students after her resignation, 
most of their complaints were either 
baseless or biased.” 
Students “need a scapegoat for 
things, and I guess they don’t really know 
what’s going on, and then they just hear 
that she’s an issue,” Rafferty said.  
“People have criticized her policies…
and don’t have the full story,” Smith said. 
“Many times, [Gocial] offered to sit down 
with students and explain a situation and I 
don’t think a lot of people took her up on 
that because it’s easier not to.”  
“I’ve always had the impression…
that there’s a fair bit of animosity from 
some students toward [Gocial],” Paul said, 
“and that must make her job really hard.” 
“I think you can’t really like the 
administration,” Newman said. “I think 
it’s an unpopular job.” 
Party policy 
“Despite everything, I actually think 
that the party policy is good,” Gocial said. 
“I think it’s working.  I think that stu-
dents…are very capable and very mature 
and responsible to monitor their own par-
ties, and they are, and I think most of the 
time they’re doing a pretty good job.” 
“One of her legacies will definitely 
be the party policy, whereby the emphasis 
has moved from [the Office of Campus 
Safety] breaking parties to students taking 
responsibility,” Karki said. 
“The party policy has gotten a lot of 
criticism, but it is important to know that 
paperwork [to throw a party] was six to 
seven pages long four years ago, and now 
it is one page,” Smith said.  
“My first year here, we had 12 
students go to the hospital for alcohol poi-
soning, and this year we’ve had two,” she 
said. “That’s significant to me … because it 
means that students are both supporting 
each other and  … taking responsibility for 
each other’s safety, and people are doing a 
better job with their alcohol consump-
tion, and that’s a big deal to me.”  
Gocial said she also believes she im-
proved the housing lottery with the Hous-
ing & Dining Committee two years ago. 
She said she helped the Board of Trustees 
to “understand the urgency of upgrading 
our student housing,” particularly for the 
New Apartments and Mather Residence 
Hall.  According to Gocial, she commis-
sioned a “strategic study” that “changed 
From page 1 the direction of where we would go,” 
and looked to set aside money to build 
residence halls on south campus.  
Gocial has “really tried to challenge 
some of our student leaders to think 
outside the box and to think a little bit 
beyond what they know, and in some 
ways I think they’re going to be better 
people because of it, even if they don’t see 
that right away,” Smith said. “I think that 
she’s the change that needed to happen at 
the right time.”  
Relationship with the Greeks 
Much of Gocial’s legacy may be 
defined by her relationship with the Greek 
community.  
Tyma said her “negative thoughts 
about [Gocial] are just based off of gossip 
I’ve heard about how she shut down a lot 
of Greek life and organizations.” 
“you’re here to get an education, 
and that doesn’t stop with the books you 
read or the lectures you hear,” Smith said. 
“your character and integrity is sometimes 
challenged and you need to really show 
who you are and I think a lot of times 
that is where we struggled because we have 
said to the Greek Council chapters, ‘Is this 
really the image you want to portray?’ 
Sometimes women don’t feel comfortable 
going to a fraternity party, or someone 
may not want to join a group because they 
are afraid of what might happen.” 
“I didn’t make the rules. There is not 
a single rule that the Greeks have to follow 
that was created by me. Not one,” Gocial 
said. “I just expect that if you have rules, 
you will actually follow them, since you 
created them.  If you don’t like the rules, 
then change them.  But as long as you have 
them, you should follow them.” 
 “This can be a difficult place, and I 
think people would sort of acknowledge 
that, but there are some Greeks out there 
saying that they got me fired,” Gocial said. 
“Since that is absolutely not true, it’s hard 
to think about why I would want to stay 
at a place where that’s happening.” 
Gocial’s replacement 
According to Gocial, she has no 
role in choosing her successor, and Smith 
said the College hopes to have offered 
the position to a candidate by late April 
or early May of this year.  Administrative 
positions generally run from July 1 to June 
30, according to Smith.  If the College has 
not secured a new dean of students by that 
point, Smith said that she and Associate 
Dean of Students and Director of Mul-
ticultural Affairs Chris Kennerly would 
likely work together during the interim.  
“The community has to decide what 
they see as the real role of this position 
and how it plays on the campus,” Gocial 
said. “But I do think that there’s nothing 
that urgently needs to happen in the divi-
sion, and so I think that the new person 
will have … both the opportunity and 
the luxury of being able to jump in, get 
to know people, and really try to situate 
themselves in the community without 
having to totally change things.”  
“I think that most of the student 
body, especially the Greek organizations, 
are excited to start a new relationship with 
a new dean of students,” Leanna Burckley 
’12 said. 
“For any new dean coming in, I hope 
that students will take the time to ask the 
right questions,” Smith said. 
“until you’ve been in this seat, it is 
difficult to know what the kinds of issues 
are and what the set of expectations is for 
how to do the job,” Gocial said. “So there 
might be somebody out there who’s a 
great administrator, whom people really 
love because the role they place right now 
is one where they get to give a lot of love, 
and that’s great; we need those people, and 
the person in this seat needs those people 
around her.” 
“This is a wonderful opportunity for 
us to reexamine our values and our culture 
to fully understand who we are so that we 
can bring a new dean of students who will 
cater to those needs,” Karki said. 
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The Kenyon Lords swimming and 
diving team has won the last 29 consecu-
tive Division III national championships, 
an accomplishment that no other team 
in the NCAA can match. But while the 
efforts of the entire team contribute to 
such an unparalleled achievement, such 
a goal requires that the individual efforts 
of the team’s members reflect that same 
commitment to excellence. 
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Swimmer Luke Sullivan ’12 wasn’t 
entirely sure what he was getting into when 
he joined the Kenyon team last fall. “After 
the practice every day for the first month 
of training, I was convinced I had just 
finished the hardest workout of my life,” 
Sullivan said. 
Swimmers begin practicing anytime 
between 6:00 a.m. and 7:40 a.m., and the 
entire team practices again at 4:15 p.m.. 
They practice about nine times every week, 
and most swimmers are “in-season” for ten 
months of the year. 
“The hardest part of being a swim-
mer are those days when you are already 
tired, sore and feeling less than enthusi-
astic,” Sullivan said. “You go to practice 
and get to a point when you don’t think 
you can go any further. It’s a physical and 
mental battle.” 
Not everything about swimming 
is so difficult, however. While the easiest 
part of swimming, according to Sullivan, 
is “tapering,” or resting before big meets, 
the best part is performing well in those 
competitions. “It’s awesome to see all of 
your hard work pay off, and it’s exciting to 
watch your teammates reach their goals,” 
Sullivan said. “It’s humbling, but it’s also 
great to swim for a team that has become 
such a legacy.”
Sullivan, who started swimming 
when his parents signed him up for lessons 
at age eight, first hated the sport. Eventu-
ally, however, he fell in love with the chance 
to stay in shape, spend time with his friends 
and practice yet another sport. “Ever since 
then, the choice to swim has been my 
choice, without any pressure from my par-
ents,” Sullivan said. “The drive to improve, 
the friendships and being a part of a team 
with such a history of success are a few of 
the things that keep me going.”
Swimmers attempt to beat personal 
records while simultaneously trying to best 
the competitor in the next lane. “I compete 
against myself, trying to better my times,” 
Sullivan said. “But having somebody to 
race with adds to the motivation and 
excitement. The atmosphere at meets is 
thrilling. It’s fun to cheer for and watch 
Luke Sullivan ’12 hits the pool. trEvor EzELL
your teammates swim.”
When comparing Kenyon’s team 
with both his club and high school swim 
teams, Sullivan noted the passion and 
team spirit of the Lords. “The people here 
are much more focused and driven,” Sul-
livan said. “The atmosphere is more team 
oriented, and the Kenyon team swims at 
a higher level than previous teams I’ve 
swum for. My teammates, especially the 
Anatomy of a room: faculty office edition
You didn’t think I would end 
this “Anatomy” segment without 
spotlighting one of our very own 
professors, did you? I decided 
to feature Assistant Professor of 
Anthropology Kimmarie Murphy, 
knowing that she would have some 
pretty interesting office ornaments 
from all over the world. So I trav-
eled to Palme House to find her 
office of just two years extremely 
cozy and intriguing , filled with 
everything from artifacts from 
Zambia to an assortment of pri-
mate paraphernalia, among count-
less other trinkets:
1. E x o t i c  L a m p  -  “ My 
mother-in-law gave it to me when 
I got my first tenure-type job,” 
Murphy said.
2. Fireplace - What is now 
obsolete and merely decorative was 
once lit regularly, as Palme House 
served as a hotel many years ago.
3. orange-Colored Walls 
- “I wanted something warm, that 
would complement the various Af-
rican artworks that I’ve collected 
in my travels,” Murphy said. When 
she first moved in, the walls were a 
pale icy blue color—they were in 
need of an upgrade. 
4. Batiq textile - This pat-
tern of different color Bantu pots 
was created through a “wax-resis-
tant dying technique.” She bought 
it from a local grassroots women’s 
co-op in West Africa. 
5. Stack of Papers - Left-
over articles and assignments from 
last semester’s Anthropolog y of 
Food class that still need to be 
filed. 
6. Scenic Windows - “I love 
them—the light that comes in, the 
sunshine and seeing the wrens land 
on the porch right outside,” Mur-
phy said. “The view is a good and 
bad distraction, and they serve as 
a great form of procrastination!” 
7. Antique Chair - Made 
out of oak—we know this because 
fellow anthropolog y professor 
Bruce Hardy, Murphy’s husband, 
looked at it under his microscope, 
just to make sure (he was taking a 
wood identification class at the 
time of purchase).
8. Ndebele - A fertility doll 
from South Africa made of reeds 
and covered in colorful fabric. 
“My mother-in-law won it from a 
guy that she takes a ceramics class 
from,” Murphy said. “She hated it 
and gave it to me instead, figuring 
that I would like it.”
9. Family Halloween Pic-
tures - Several shots of the fam-
ily decked out in costumes. Past 
themes include Batman, dragons 
and Indiana Jones. “Halloween’s 
a big deal in our family,” Murphy 
said.
10. Drawings from Dun-
can - Murphy’s son Duncan will 
usually come to work with her 
when he has snow days and will 
color many pictures of dragons and 
other animals, which add a nice 
creative touch to her pin board.
11. Anthropology Calendar 
- A monthly calendar of the de-
partment activities sent out to the 
faculty from the registrar’s office. 
February’s color is pink. 
12. Homemad e  C er ami c 
Pot (with teeth!) - “It was my 
weak attempt at making a South 
American-style bowl,” said Mur-
phy.  Murphy was a  Ceramics 
minor in undergrad, which is 
evident since the bowl is quite 
aesthetically pleasing ; she also 
uses the bowl to store extracted 
teeth that her dentist g ives to 
her, which she then uses for her 
Medical Anthropology class this 
semester. 
13. Stone tools - A couple 
attempts at hand axes on display 
made by Hardy during his class 
demonstrations. 
14. Ma t ch i ng  B o o ken d s 
- These “You got a job” bookends 
match the lamp that her mother-
in-law gave to her and hold various 
introductory anthropology books, 
such as “Wisdom of the Bones.”
BY LAurA GoErKE
Staff Writer
Swimmer juggles school, sports, social life
upperclassmen, serve as great mentors to 
freshmen like me and are always willing 
to give advice.”
“There is such camaraderie here 
amongst teammates both in and out of 
the pool,” Sullivan said. “We help each 
other reach our potentials. We are lucky to 
have such a great coaching staff that is fully 
committed to helping us be successful—in 
swimming and in life.”
BY ErIN MErSHoN
Staff Writer
A day in the life of Luke Sullivan ’12
The Kenyon Collegian The Kenyon CollegianThursday, February 26, 2009Thursday, February 26, 2009Opinions Opinions 
After three and a half years of service 
to the College, Dean of Students Tammy 
Gocial announced her resignation after 
having accepted a position at a yet unnamed 
college in St. Louis (“Gocial to resign at end 
of year,” Feb. 26, 2009). Though she has 
been a figure regarded critically by much of 
the College, we at the Collegian 
believe that the student body 
has treated Gocial unfairly upon 
learning of her resignation and 
in many of her decisions as dean 
of students. 
Upon the public release of 
news of her resignation, all-stu-
dent e-mails were sent delighting 
in the fact that Gocial would not 
be a part of the Kenyon com-
munity in the coming academic 
year.  We think that these attacks 
fail to realize that Gocial is, in fact, 
a human being and deserves to be treated 
with respect.  The attacks against her were 
disrespectful and had little to do with her 
capacity as dean of students. 
While some students might say that 
Gocial overstepped her boundaries and 
made decidedly unfair decisions during her 
time as dean of students, we cannot neglect 
that she has always been an advocate for 
students as a whole.  She was not always an 
advocate for students who voiced concerns 
at her decisions—students who were directly 
affected by her involved manner of inves-
tigating pledge activities (“Administrative 
‘check-ins’ on Greeks reveal mutual mistrust,” 
April 10, 2008) and students who found her 
proposed party policy restricting (“Gocial 
calls for student responsibility in drinking,” 
Nov. 19, 2006)—but she was fulfilling in her 
role one responsibility that students often 
overlook.  She kept students safe. 
When Gocial was hired into her posi-
tion, she came in on the heels of a student 
death that was alcohol-related.  There was 
an expectation that her time as dean would 
inevitably be affected by that incident.  She 
was supposed to change the student drinking 
culture that allowed for such a tragedy to 
take place.  Because this incident happened 
before any of the students currently studying 
at Kenyon had been enrolled in the College, 
her choices as a dean may seem unnecessarily 
harsh and invasive.  We feel that the statistics, 
however, speak for themselves.  12 students 
were sent to the hospital for alcohol poison-
ing the year before she came to Kenyon. 
This past year, only two have been sent to 
the hospital.  
The changes that she put into place in 
the housing lottery are also easily ignored, 
as many students currently on campus were 
not a part of the housing lottery before her 
changes.  While the threat of summer hous-
ing still looms for many students, especially 
rising sophomores, students are much hap-
pier in this lottery system than they were in 
the previous lottery system. 
While we respect the rights of students 
to feel however they might when reflecting 
upon the time Gocial spent as dean, we 
think that student discourse about her time 
at Kenyon should be balanced and include 
the good that she has done for the school. 
Most of all, students must remember that 
she is a real person who always worked with 
the interests of students at heart. 
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This editorial is the first of a series 
focused on social justice issues in our local 
community. For more information on 
the homeless shelter or other community 
organizations, please contact canterbury@
kenyon.edu.
Drug users, mental illness, war 
veterans, convicts—when most people 
think of homelessness, these common 
images might come to mind. When i first 
heard about a homeless shelter starting in 
Mount Vernon, my first thought was sur-
prise that homelessness existed so close to 
our idyllic Hill. i knew that Knox County 
was stricken with widespread poverty, 
but i never imagined people sleeping on 
the streets of Mount Vernon. in fact, an 
initiative to end homelessness in Knox 
County estimated that the area was home 
to upwards of 20 homeless individuals in 
2006—a number that is sure to have risen 
in the current economic climate. in De-
cember, i attended some of the planning 
meetings for the shelter and saw the many 
obstacles (zoning issues, concerns of busi-
ness owners, etc.) that a dedicated group 
of Mount Vernon citizens overcame to 
ensure that everyone in Knox County has 
a warm place to sleep during the winter. i 
was thrilled by the turnout at the training 
sessions. Kenyon students now play an 
important role in keeping the shelter’s 
doors open each night.
The first thing that anyone who 
volunteers at the Winter Sanctuary will 
notice is how the men at the shelter defy 
all stereotypes of homelessness. At first, 
many questioned the safety of the volun-
teers, but as the men started to show up, 
these concerns quickly disappeared. They 
are friendly, intelligent, well-spoken and 
skilled. But in this economy, they have 
no jobs (or jobs that earn a living wage) 
and no place to live. one of the men is 
certified in heating and cooling systems 
and is working right here at Kenyon on 
the construction of Lentz House. He has 
a family and home in Toledo, ohio, but 
he lost his job there, and the nearest work 
he could find was in Knox County. His 
current income, though, is not sufficient 
enough to support two homes or gas for 
the long commute from Toledo. He was 
sleeping in his car in the Wal-Mart park-
ing lot one night when a police officer 
knocked on his window and brought him 
in to the shelter. He now sleeps on an army 
cot at St. paul’s church five nights a week 
and returns home to see his family on the 
weekend. When i told him about my 
research for my biology thesis, his eyes lit 
up and he told me all about his past life as 
a competitor in pigeon homing contests. 
This is the true face of homelessness in Mt. 
Vernon—regular people with stories and 
families and jobs and even connections to 
our campus community. Homelessness, 
especially rural homelessness, is an issue 
often silenced by the invisibility of its 
victims. As Kenyon students, we cannot 
pretend that it does not exist in our back-
yards or that it will go away on its own. We 
students can learn a thing or two from a 
night at the shelter. Meeting these men 
lets us take a short walk in their shoes and 
opens our eyes to a world easily ignored. 
Here is johanna ralsten’s experience as a 
volunteer at the shelter:
it was a Friday night, and my friends 
were watching “Bride Wars” while i was 
going to sit in the homeless shelter for 
three hours, the last of which would be 
in the dark silence of lights-out.  A lot of 
people congratulated me on how nice it 
was that i do this on a Friday—wow. But 
at that moment, i was feeling anything 
but good.  The shelter was just starting 
and usually had three men sleeping there, 
five on a “busy” night.  Why did they 
need me?
you can understand how surprised 
i was upon my arrival when i walked 
into a crowded spaghetti dinner.  As i 
sipped coffee while a man on a small, flat 
stage shared his battle with alcoholism, i 
realized i was now part of an Alcoholics 
Anonymous celebration.  Although 
tragic and ennobling, his words did not 
move me as much as the palpable sense of 
unconditional support that seemed to fog 
up the room.  even as we set up beds and 
washed dishes, i was struck by the loving 
community the dinner guests had created. 
The best part was that i was immediately 
considered part of that odd but beautiful 
family.  it wasn’t until people realized i 
wasn’t leaving that someone asked why 
i was there.
That spirit did not fade as the group 
left and two men came bumbling down 
the stairs.  Meet Tony and jason.  Tony set 
about making popcorn while jason took 
an interest in my laptop (and its broken 
CD drive).  Determined to fix what Dell 
could not, he soon had to stop trouble-
shooting in order to help Tony with the 
DVD player.  i pulled out my knitting 
and the three of us settled into “Casino 
royale.” jason lauded the pros of the 
film while i lamented its sentimentality; 
Tony watched with wide-eyed wonder, 
occasionally shushing us.  it reminded 
me of times i’ve spent with my friends 
at Kenyon, gathered around the TV, 
one trying to watch the film he or she’s 
never seen while the rest of us rudely 
talk through it.  i was a bit disappointed 
when the next volunteer showed up an 
hour early.  on my way out, jason turned 
over his shoulder.  “Are you sure you don’t 
want to stay?  We get to stay up as late 
as we want tonight!”  i laughed on my 
drive home.  
in a book called “Do justice,” Kirstin 
Vander Giessen-reitsma defines being 
hospitable as “creating a place where 
people are emotionally comfortable … 
being open and generous in mind as 
well as space.”  i realize now this is what i 
experienced that Friday: people making 
space.  From the party clean-up efforts 
to two men watching a late-night film, 
people made room for me.  i was allowed 
into a warm building, no questions asked, 
no skills required.  While many would 
say that this is what the shelter does for 
Mount Vernon’s homeless, i think the 
service is also there to make room for 
those like myself who need to learn about 
this kind of unconditional hospitality, this 
making space and having space made.  it 
teaches everyone the difference between 
building and home, and what can happen 
when a room is used to foster relation-
ships and create love.  it’s not too bad a 
lesson for a Friday night.
pursuing justice in our community 
first means pursuing a proper vision of 
ourselves and our role in our communi-
ties and homes—including the greater 
Knox County, where we have chosen 
to live and learn for at least three or four 
years (for those transfers and abroad-
ians).  While Kenyon does an excellent 
job supporting local agriculture and 
building up our own campus’s rela-
tionships, we want to urge students to 
expand their understanding of our rural 
location and to become familiar with 
the many issues facing our neighbors. 
explore those opportunities you have 
not just to serve, but to truly connect 
with the people—real, honest, kind, 
complicated people—living in and 
around Gambier.  it doesn’t have to be 
grand or formal—it could be as simple 
as asking your maintenance staff how 
their day is going or asking Lisa in the 
bookstore about her kids.  Herein lie the 
beginnings of justice—in narratives and 
relationships.  By pursuing community 
in this way, you will enrich not only your 
time at Kenyon but also those years you 
spend away from this place that we have 
all come to call home.               
in “Lords and Ladies swimming loses NCAC Championship to Denison, looks to future” (Feb. 19, 2009) we reported that Alisa Veresh-
chagin ’12 and Kegan Borland ’10 were the only two Kenyon swimmers who placed first in their respective individual events. Vereshchagin and 
Borland were the only two Kenyon swimmers who placed first in their respective events on the third day of competition, Saturday, Feb. 14. 
Kellyn Caldwell ’12 and Kati Meirs ’11 also seized individual titles on the first and second days, Thursday, Feb. 12 and Friday, Feb. 13. 
Meirs won the 200-yard freestyle with a time of 1:52.45. Caldwell won both of her individual events, the 200-yard individual medley with a 
time of 2:05.94 and the 400-yard individual medley, breaking a seven-year-old NCAC record in the process with a scorching time of 4:27.72 
in the 400 i.M. Additionally, the 200-yard medley relay team of Michael Mpitsos ’11, David Lazarus ’10, Nat Carruthers ’10 and Zach Turk 
’12 broke the old NCAC record in the event, taking first in the event with a combined time of 1:31.61.
             The Collegian apologizes for any inconvenience these errors might have caused.
Correction
Gocial’s 
merits not to 
be ignored
The Kenyon Collegian The Kenyon CollegianThursday, February 26, 2009Thursday, February 26, 2009Opinions Opinions 
The Gocial years: 
charting the decline of fun (an excerpt)
by Leah Finn
Guest Columnist
There is no way to know for sure 
what Dean of Students Tammy Gocial 
was told to effect change to student life 
at Kenyon when she was hired in 2006. 
but the facts of the year previous to 
Gocial’s first semester as Dean speak for 
themselves. On Sunday morning in april 
of 2005, a first-year student named Colin 
boyarski ’08 was found dead in a field of 
snow on campus. The cause of boyarski’s 
death was acute alcohol intoxication, 
with hypothermia as a second cause. 
boyarski was, at the time, a pledge of 
the Delta Phi fraternity; he had last been 
seen alive at a party at an off-campus 
apartment around 2:00 a.m. (“Student 
died of alcohol poisoning, hypothermia, 
officials say,” Sep. 18, 2005).
as the years go by, unfortunately 
the Kenyon community has felt the 
weight of this tragedy less and less. 
boyarski had been a member of the Class 
of 2008, and his classmates graduated last 
May. When my class arrived the fall after 
his death, several of boyarski’s friends 
spoke about the incident at our first-year 
orientation with the hope of delivering 
to us a message of caution: remember 
that you are not invincible; be careful at 
parties; look out for your friends.
i can’t speak for everyone’s reac-
tion to that speech, but to be honest, it 
didn’t mean a lot to me. but as the years 
passed and i began to go to parties and 
test my own limits, to stumble home 
alongside friends who i wasn’t sure 
would have gotten home without my 
help—boyarski’s death began to seem 
all the more plausible. Parties at Kenyon, 
i learned quickly, were well-equipped to 
get you out-of-your-mind drunk, and 
it was often easier to stay out all night, 
anywhere, than to find your way across 
campus and back to your bed.
Gocial Preaches Student 
Self-Accountability
 
Gocial’s revised party policies start-
ed immediately after her hiring in the fall 
of 2006. in an interview i conducted 
with Gocial in October 2006 about the 
administration’s implementation of a 
“party policy task force,” Gocial told me 
that the main issue in the Kenyon social 
life she hoped to tackle was “pregaming,” 
the dangerous habit of under-21-ers to 
down six shots of vodka in their dorm 
room before heading to a party where 
they would get “X” marks on their 
hands, preventing them from getting 
beer (“Gocial calls for student responsi-
bility in drinking,” nov. 19, 2006).
Therein lay the problem, Gocial 
aptly saw: underagers, scared of getting 
written up at parties, pregamed. The 
party policy task force implemented a 
system of “party monitors,” with student 
volunteers who, briefed in campus policy, 
would essentially patrol the party so that 
Campus Safety, in their fear-inspiring 
shiny jackets, didn’t have to.
“Hands-Off ” or Choke-hold?
 
it all seemed like a good idea: 
Gocial and her administration wanted 
to help students take responsibility for 
their own actions and cultivate a party 
culture of self-regulated moderation 
where students would watch out for 
one another.
 but for all Gocial’s “hands-off ” 
rhetoric, the changes students saw in the 
first few months of Gocial’s tenure sug-
gested a dangerous level of meddling on 
the part of the administration.
in May of 2007, Gocial led an 
investigation of a fistfight that occurred 
during a party at the off-campus Milk 
Carton (Duff Street) apartments. Little 
is known about the facts of the incident 
(considering that it occurred mid-party), 
but an opinion piece (“brawl: Get a clue, 
Kenyon,” May 3, 2007) in the Collegian 
alleged that Gocial, by way of investigat-
ing, called a meeting of students who 
were supposedly at the party and re-
quired them to submit statements about 
what they had seen.
The article pointed to a growing 
sentiment among students that perhaps 
the Gocial administration’s “hands-off ” 
policy was only a strategy to justify the 
regime’s inappropriate, over-the-line 
interference when students were consid-
ered to lack “accountability” for them-
selves. Gocial’s actions in the months to 
come would only confirm this fear.
Students were welcomed back to 
campus that September with news of an-
other change in party policy: the fraterni-
ty lounges in hanna and Leonard, which 
had for decades been the site of dozens of 
Greek and non-Greek all-campus par-
ties, were now deemed unsafe to use for 
this purpose. Gocial had declared these 
spaces unsafe for large groups because of 
their “structurally unsound conditions” 
and state of disrepair (“hanna, Leonard 
fraternity lounges closed to open parties,” 
Sep. 20, 2007).
Students, as one might expect, were 
infuriated. The change meant that the 
Greek organizations affiliated with these 
lounges—fraternities Phi Kappa Sigma, 
Delta Phi, beta Theta Pi and the archon 
Society—could no longer host parties 
in a space belonging to them. instead, 
parties would have to be thrown at the 
organizations’ off-campus houses and 
lodges, if they had them (the archon 
Society does not), or in the Old Kenyon 
lounges belonging to other Greek organi-
zations. and what the change meant for 
students not necessarily affiliated with 
these organizations was one thing: fewer 
parties, more restrictions and Gocial was 
to blame.
 it was a bad week for the dean. 
Word surfaced of a new policy that all 
fliers distributed in residence halls—the 
primary means used by individuals and 
organizations for inviting students to par-
ties—would have to be seen and approved 
by the college administration. Greek 
Council President brendan Mysliwiec 
‘08 was the first to get wind of the policy, 
when an e-mail from Director of Student 
activities brent Turner notified him 
that “slipping fliers under doors without 
approval would result in judicial action” 
(“Flier distribution policy retracted,” Sep. 
20, 2007).
before the days of Facebook invita-
tions, the primary means of spreading the 
word about the upcoming Friday night 
bash was through a five-by-seven piece of 
card stock slipped under your door with 
an amusing photo and clever tag line. To 
demand that those invitations, often hi-
larious little works of uncensored student 
creativity, be passed through the school’s 
governing body seemed an outrageous 
expansion of the administration’s power 
over what was supposed to be a student-
run social scene.
 “This is a rumor and a misunder-
standing,” Gocial insisted, addressing the 
new policy. “We have not done this.” but 
she and Turner were also quoted saying 
that some kind of “flier policy” was in 
the works, though it had not yet gone 
through Student Council.
“Hey Bros, Can I Come In?  It’s Dean 
Gocial.”
 
The following spring of 2008, four 
Greek organizations were accused of 
policy violations during Rush Week. 
Greek Council, the Greek community’s 
governing body headed, at the time, by 
Mysliwiec, had not yet devised a formal 
procedure for investigating such charges. 
The council scram-
bled to address what 
Mysliwiec called an 
“abnormal” number 
of allegations against 
them. emergency 
meetings were held, 
and with the help of 
the administration, 
a self-investigation process was drawn 
up.
at the end of this round of inves-
tigations, one Greek organization was 
found at fault. The group was not named 
in the Collegian article addressing the 
investigations (“Rush investigations end, 
one group at fault,” Feb. 14, 2008), nor 
was their punishment for rush violations 
publicized. it is unclear what purpose this 
attempt at confidentiality served: it would 
only be a number of party-free weekends 
before students began to notice what 
organizations mysteriously stopped host-
ing social events in their lodge or division 
space—or, more likely, what parties and 
pledge events were suddenly, if you were 
invited, not to be spoken about.
but it appeared that the new system 
of self-investigation and punishment 
decided upon by the Greek council that 
February would fail to satisfy Gocial come 
april, when, on two nights during the 
final “work week” of the pledging period, 
the Dean of Students appeared unan-
nounced at the locations of scheduled 
pledge activities of seven Greek organiza-
tions. Gocial said that the unscheduled 
“check-ins,” of which none of the Greek 
groups had been warned, were inspired 
by a phone call received by Campus 
Safety on the night of March 31. Gocial 
reported that the caller (who was never 
identified) said that Greek organizations 
(none of which were named specifically) 
were engaging their pledges in danger-
ous behavior that could be qualified as 
hazing.
between 11:00 p.m. and 3:00 a.m. 
on the night of March 31, and 11:00 
p.m. and 1:00 a.m. on april 1, Gocial 
and a team of administrators patrolled 
campus, tracking down seven Greek 
groups to “check up” on their pledg-
ing activities. They appeared at the Psi 
Upsilon lodge, the beta Theta Pi temple 
and the respective lounges of Phi Kappa 
Sigma and Delta Kappa epsilon, and 
found other groups at outdoor loca-
tions. Details of the interactions are, of 
course, unclear. Gocial reports having 
“conversations” with pledges and actives 
that night, and Dean of Residential Life 
alicia Dugas (who accompanied Gocial 
on the check-ins) called the interactions 
“respectful” and “to the point.” but stu-
dent witnesses of the two nights represent 
Gocial’s “check-ins” differently. “She 
didn’t ask if she could come in, and just 
walked straight through the building,” 
said one fraternity member in the Col-
legian article that followed (“administra-
tive ‘check-ins’ on Greeks reveal mutual 
mistrust,” april 10, 2008). “every Greek 
group felt attacked,” Mysliewiec said.
The above quotes represent basi-
cally the only public statements made by 
witnesses about 
the events of those 
two controversial 
april nights. Per-
haps Greeks were 
reluctant to speak 
to the Collegian, 
which, by printing 
a number of dis-
tinctly anti-Greek staff and guest editori-
als that spring, had earned a reputation of, 
at best, reluctantly tolerating the Greek 
community. More likely, the members 
of the Greek organizations under surprise 
inspection those work week nights chose 
not to speak out about their experiences 
for fear of getting in even more trouble 
with the administration.
“Czar Gocial”: 1; Fun: 0
 
The surprise investigations had re-
sulted in conviction of two Greek groups 
for hazing activities; their punishment, 
again, was unpublicized, although one 
Psi Upsilon brother reported that the 
fraternity’s national chapter had been 
contacted “in an accusatory manner.” The 
facts of Gocial’s unannounced check-ins 
were left to be churned through the 
rumor mill, and what inevitably came 
out was a campus-wide mistrust for the 
administration and a well-grounded fear 
for the future of Greek life. The title of 
an op-ed in the Collegian on april 10, 
2008, written by a member of one of the 
fraternities accosted late at night in their 
off-campus lodge, said it all: “Czar Go-
cial and the Great Purge of Greek Life.” 
hyperbolic though it may have been, 
the article summarized the concerns of 
students, Greek and independent alike: 
where would this sudden expansion of 
administrative power end? Was Gocial 
trying to obliterate the network of or-
ganizations that had, since the college’s 
founding, been the basis for its social 
scene?
Though nothing was ever pub-
licized, it has been widely known this 
year that at least three fraternities are on 
social probation. The fall social scene, 
largely devoid of the colorful five-by-
seven invitations to fraternity parties, 
now consisted of weekend after weekend 
of the following inevitable conversation: 
“are there any parties this weekend?” “are 
there ever any parties anymore?” “you’re 
right. Vi or Cove, then?” (and this, of 
course, is only a senior’s version of the 
story. Without themed lodge or lounge 
parties to attend, what in the world do the 
underclassmen do?)
The op-ed “Kenyon: Doin’ the 
Dirty,” Feb. 12, 2009, by the ever-opinion-
ated emma Stendig ’09, and Gocial’s let-
ter in response (Dean of Students Tammy 
Gocial responds to ‘Doin’ the dirty,’” Feb. 
19, 2009), point to an investigation of a 
dirty rush event conducted, supposedly, 
by the administration. Stendig breaks no 
new ground by accusing Gocial and her 
administration of an unfair expansion of 
power and a violation of personal privacy 
in their investigation of the alleged rush 
policy violations, but she does bring to 
light the event of yet another under-wraps 
judicial process that will, let’s be honest, 
likely put yet another Greek organization 
on social probation. Which means they 
can’t throw parties. Which means the 
rest of us (Greek, independent, whatever) 
have fewer parties to go to. Which means 
we are more likely to chug half a bottle of 
vodka in our rooms, or perhaps have four 
Long islands at the Cove, because there is 
nothing else to do.
in my very first interview with 
Gocial in 2006, she told me, quite reason-
ably, that the most dangerous behavior 
Kenyon students engage in is pregaming. 
Given her position as the next Dean of 
Students after boyarski’s death, it is not 
surprising that eliminating dangerous 
drinking and party behavior was at the 
top of her agenda. (Many students argue 
that eliminating Greek life was not far 
behind—or perhaps, to Gocial, the two 
tasks went hand-in-hand.) at a college 
as small as Kenyon, with such limited 
social options, it is a sad but true fact that 
to limit opportunities to binge drink is 
to limit our opportunities to have fun. 
by that logic, Gocial’s job over the past 
three years was to make Kenyon less fun; 
i believe many students would agree with 
me that she has succeeded. 
... to limit opportuni-
ties to binge drink is 
to limit our opportu-
nities to have fun 
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Letter to the Editor
Don’t fail me for this: 
a student’s opinion of the Senior Exercise 
To be honest, I was a little 
hesitant about writing an article 
on Kenyon’s Senior Exercise, con-
sidering mine is still sitting in the 
International Studies department 
wa i t ing  t o  b e 
graded. So, as a 
little disclaim-
er, if you are a 
member of the 
IS department 
and do happen 
t o  b e  re a d ing 
this right now, 
I was wondering if you wouldn’t 
mind holding off on this article 
until after grades are assigned. 
That being said, here’s what I think 
about it.
Senior Comprehensive Exams 
are, for most seniors, a time for 
sequestering oneself in the library 
and keeping a hefty supply of 
coffee and Haribo gummy worms 
close at  hand. Symptoms may 
include building forts of library 
books, wearing socks sans shoes (as 
the library has now become some-
what of a home), excessive wearing 
of sweatpants and back and forth 
trips to a rather unfortunate box 
in the library (otherwise known 
as a carrel). 
Senior exercises vary by de-
partment but are generally viewed 
as an opportunity for seniors to 
demonstrate the 
summation of 
their four years 
of education at 
K e n y o n — o h 
yes, and their di-
ploma happens 
to be riding on 
the coattails of 
its  successful completion. For 
International Studies majors like 
myself, this means a 20-30 page pa-
per, not unlike the length of your 
average midterm paper, with fairly 
relaxed guidelines for topics. 
With all the hype that goes 
along with these papers it’s not 
uncommon to get swept up in the 
hoopla of it all. I, for one, felt it 
necessary to begin the brainstorm-
ing process months in advance; I 
got in touch with my dorkier side 
and checked out books way back 
in September. When comps finally 
started to creep up, I realized that 
my original idea was probably too 
ambitious for a 20-pager and then 
had to spend a great deal of time 
revising my paper topic until I 
ended up with a pithy version of 
the original.
When I look back on the 
experience, I wonder if this paper 
couldn’t just as easily have been 
assig ned during our capstone 
seminar as the equivalent of, say, 
a final, since this paper was not all 
too different from other IS papers 
I’ve written. Granted, I put a great 
deal more effort into it than oth-
ers, but other than being especially 
careful to dot every “i” and cross 
every “t,” I can hardly say this paper 
was a reflection of my four years 
of study here at Kenyon. There 
was so much hype surrounding 
this paper when, in fact, it really is 
quite similar to any other mid-term 
or final paper.
Most colleges I know don’t re-
quire their stu-
dents to write a 
senior composi-
tion—instead, 
it is typically of-
fered to students 
who intend on 
graduating with 
distinction or 
honors. I often 
th i n k  o f  h o w 
different senior year might be at 
Kenyon were comps out of the pic-
ture. The environment might be a 
little more relaxed; students might 
be able to venture upon topics like 
the one I had originally planned 
if their diploma wasn’t resting on 
the outcome. Kenyon should invest 
in finding out what seniors really 
think of comps and administer 
a survey of sorts.  I’m sure other 
students, l ike myself,  question 
whether graduation should so 
heavily depend on the results of 
these papers. 
Squash: a gentleperson’s sport
Do you ever wander down to 
the KAC late at night, walking 
around and  exploring the nooks 
and crannies of the gargantuan 
building that is our athletic cen-
ter? I know I do. If so, you may 
have found yourself wondering 
about the gorgeous square courts 
with white walls and immaculate, 
smooth wooden floors downstairs. 
You may have thought to yourself, 
“Ahhh … this must be what Heaven 
is l ike.” Well ,  that is  certainly 
how I feel when I walk onto the 
squash court each time I get ready 
to play.
Here at Kenyon, squash is 
an unknown sport. It is the ugly 
duckling of the family. It receives 
bY SpEnCEr CArLSon
Guest Columnist
less attention than the socially 
inept drunk person at one of the 
many campus parties. I, however, 
along with the ten other members 
of the Kenyon Squash Club Team, 
know and realize the true fun and 
remarkable joy that the game is 
capable of bringing.
I have been playing squash 
for five years and have competed 
at  some of the sport’s  hig hest 
levels of play. I have been to na-
tional tournaments and seen the 
streng th, composure and sheer 
focus that each serious “squasher” 
has. As many of you know, this 
past weekend, the Kenyon team 
competed at nationals at princeton 
University. Through our hard work 
and determination, we brought 
home the Serues Cup, proving to 
ourselves and to Kenyon that we 
mean business.
Squash is also one of the most 
taxing and grueling sports out 
there. Yes, I know what you other 
athletes are thinking : “There’s no 
way that this little wimpy game is 
tough.” Well, let me tell you, any 
time one of you doubters would 
like to come down to the courts, I’ll 
put you on with peter nolan ’11, 
who will run you ragged around the 
court, panting for air and wishing 
you had your mommy there so that 
you could cry in her arms. but in all 
seriousness, squash requires focus, 
technique and strength. It is a game 
of split steps and constant starting 
and stopping, and you always need 
to have your knees bent, ready to 
reach down for those oh-so-tight 
drops that your opponent just laced 
into the corner. Some of you may 
be beginners, however, so the first 
step is coming down to the courts to 
just see how good it feels to release 
some stress by whacking the hell 
out of that small black ball.
I would like to see squash gain 
more recognition at Kenyon. There 
is no reason why it shouldn’t. our 
facility is incredible (we have the 
largest squash facility in ohio), we 
have many knowledgeable players 
willing to help out any beginners 
and we have so many people just 
like you who have never tried this 
great game. Trust me, squash is 
more addicting than the tasty be-
fore-dinner (and most of the time 
way after-dinner) aperitif Keystone 
Light. So come down to the courts, 
people of Kenyon. It’s a great way 
to pick up potential lovers, or you 
can even bring a date if you’re al-
ready tied down. 
Squash is an incredible sport 
that, once enjoyed fully, can have a 
positive impact on your life. I, for 
one, have never wavered from the 
morals and qualities that squash 
has taught me, and I know that you 
too can be all you can be by picking 
up that racquet and squashing the 
hell out of your opponent.
Should four years of 
hard work ... all rest 
on the sole verdict 
of a ten-page (single-
spaced) paper?
Hats off! bravo! And thank you so much!
The staff and management of AVI Food Systems would like to take the opportunity to say thank you to Koinonia 
for sending us personalized valentines on Valentine’s Day.  We really appreciated your time, effort and thoughtfulness in 
making the homemade valentines.  They were the talk of the dining hall!
$5 Spaghetti Dinner will be held on March 12 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in peirce Hall.  All proceeds will be 
donated to The American Cancer Society’s relay for Life. Team Awesome Victorious Individuals will be sponsoring the 
event.  So if you are on campus March 12, we hope to see you for dinner.  We will also be selling 50/50 tickets and relay for 
Life candy bars. There will be two bake sales after Spring break in peirce Hall.  Dates are to be announced. A pie-throwing 
contest is also in the works! 
Thanks again for those great valentines, and mark your calendars to support our fundraising events. 
post-Comp Syndrome (pCS), 
a condition you’l l  notice most 
seniors afflicted with lately, is one 
of the perks of these high-pressure 
exercises. Despite the unfortunate 
fact of real l ife 
looming in the 
distance, finish-
ing this kind of 
a  p ap er  l i f ts  a 
great weight off 
my shoulders and 
the euphoric af-
termath isn’t half 
bad.  I  wonder, 
thoug h,  i f  this 
post-stress celebration is worth it, 
after all is said and done.  Should 
four years of hard work, upwards of 
$160,000 and countless all-night-
ers all rest on the sole verdict of 
a ten-page (single-spaced) paper? 
I’m doubtful. 
While I have certainly expe-
rienced my dose of pCS this past 
week, grades stil l  haven’t been 
administered, and after writing 
this article my odds may have just 
gotten a wee bit worse. Therefore, 
to echo the title, don’t fail me for 
writing this.
post-Comp Syndrome 
(pCS) ... is one of the 
perks of these high-
pressure exercises 
bY AbI bArnES
Guest Columnist
Write for the Collegian. E-mail collegian@kenyon.edu.  
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Gambier 
Grillin’
Washington, Lincoln, 
Jefferson, John Adams
Washington, Lincoln, 
Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt
Washington, Lincoln, 
Jefferson, Teddy Roosevelt
Washington, Lincoln,  I 
don’t know the others
The brain
Lab
Some kind of linguistics The spleen
Snoop Dogg.
George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson,
Abraham Lincoln,
Teddy Roosevelt.
Caves.
The heart.
Total Correct One and three quarters. Two. Two. One and a half.
The heart The heartLungs, breath
Pit bull Labrador retriever Bull mastiff
I don’t know Speed
Jay-Z Kanye West No idea. I have little kids and I don’t listen to music No idea
By Lindsay Means and Richard Wylde
Aristotle believed that 
intelligence was contained 
in what organ?
Which four presidents 
are depicted on Mount 
Rushmore?
What does a 
speleologist study?
Cordozar Calvin Broadus, 
Jr. is the real name of which 
Grammy-nominated 
rapper?
What is the most 
popular breed of dog in 
the United States?
Labrador 
retriever.
Lisa Swaim
Assistant Director of
 International Education
Will Fridrich
Mongolian Grill Chef,
AVI Foodsystems
Ryan Burns ’09Nelsy Hubb ’12 and Julie 
Rones ’12
Vs
Students Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 26.75
Faculty: 23.5
With fewer than a hundred 
days left at Kenyon, time is slip-
ping out of the hands of the Class 
of 2009. For seniors, Fandango has 
come and gone, the final Spring 
Break is days away and graduation is 
just around the corner. Graduating 
college is the closing of one chapter 
in life, but finding a job, getting your 
own place and relocating mark the 
start of an entirely new one.
For some seniors, the next 
step after Kenyon has been laid out 
before they have even graduated. 
This is the case for Katie Woods ’09, 
who will be working at the Culver 
Academies in Culver, Ind., a private 
college preparatory academy. Woods 
will be a high school mathematics 
teacher focusing on statistics, the 
assistant coach of the girls’ varsity 
basketball team, a director of both 
the orchestra and concert band of 
the school and will help out do-
ing residential life tasks with the 
students.
Woods will have some training 
in August before classes begin. “I 
plan to spend parts of my summer 
preparing for the classes that I will 
be teaching,” she said. 
“[Teaching] is something I have 
thought seriously about since I got 
to Kenyon, but I was never very sure 
of how serious I was about teaching 
high school,” she said. Woods feels 
that teaching high school students 
will give her a bit of insight into the 
teaching profession.
After working at the Culver 
Academies for two or three years, 
Woods would like to apply to gradu-
ate schools for conducting music. 
Her ultimate goal is to teach at the 
college level.
Michael Machala ’09, a synop-
tic major in Chemical Physics, also 
has a few plans after graduating. 
Machala came to Kenyon with in-
terests in neuroscience and English, 
and described having an epiphany 
his sophomore year to combine 
physics and chemistry into a syn-
optic major.
He did a lot of investigation 
and browsing online to find summer 
undergraduate research opportuni-
ties for college science majors and 
found a summer research program 
at the National Renewable Energy 
Lab (NREL) in Colorado.
When Machala leaves Kenyon 
after graduation, he has a few oppor-
tunities already planned out. This 
summer, he will be doing some more 
work at NREL and then going to 
Kenya to visit a friend from home.
Throughout Kenyon’s 2009-
2010 academic year, Machala will be 
going to countries all over the world 
as a volunteer with the Solar Energy 
Institute to better the energy out-
puts and efficiency of less-globalized 
countries than the United States. 
The kinds of projects he has worked 
on at NREL will be very similar to 
what he is doing with the Solar En-
ergy Institute in terms of bettering 
the utilization of solar energy.
“I definitely feel that I’m on the 
right track in terms of my plans,” 
Machala said. “The great thing 
about doing summer research is that 
you really get 
a feel for what 
field you want 
to go into. I’ve 
met so many 
great people 
that are inter-
este d in the 
same things I 
am.”
Macha la 
i s  p l a n n i n g 
o n  g o i n g 
t o  g r a d u a t e 
school within 
the next year 
or so. He has 
already been 
in contact with 
a few schools 
and has a inter-
est in the Im-
perial College 
of London. 
“The idea of going to school 
abroad would be a great opportu-
nity for me because I never got to 
go abroad due to my synoptic major 
and swimming,” he said.
Some seniors, like Rukshan 
Rodriguez, a double major in math-
ematics (statistics) and economics 
from Sri Lanka, are still uncertain 
about their plans after graduating. 
Rodriguez has many options, but 
being an international student 
Seniors prepare for life after Kenyon
By COLE DACHENHAUS
Staff Writer
in the U.S. on a visa complicates 
things.
“I definitely want to go to a 
grad school, but the best graduate 
programs in economics like to see 
applicants that have at least two 
years of work experience,” Rodri-
guez said.
Teach for America is an op-
tion, but Rodriguez has yet to 
hear back about his application. If 
accepted, he would go to Houston, 
Texas because it is the only Teach 
for America city that will take 
international college graduates 
as teachers. If Teach for America 
works out, Rodriguez would like 
to get an internship or some sort of 
job in Houston before the school 
year starts. However, if it does not 
work out or he rejects any offer he 
might receive, Rodriguez would 
like to travel with his parents im-
mediately following graduation.
Rodriguez is also in the midst 
of applying for a couple of jobs in the 
consulting field, but would prefer to get 
a Teach for America position. “If these 
things do not work out, I will just go 
home to Sri Lanka and work there for 
a year and then apply to school again—
but that is just plan B,” he said.
All three seniors said that 
the Career Development Center 
(CDC) has been surprisingly help-
ful in evaluating and revising their 
resumes and cover letters, helping 
to find opportunities and, of course, 
utilizing the Kenyon network to 
help find opportunities that they 
might not have been able to find 
alone.
MaRgo SMiTh
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MARIELLE EBERSOL ’09 AS CAROL TALKS WITH CLAY VON CARLOWITZ ’09 AS JOHN IN “OLEANNA.” WILL CIROCCO
Emotionally brutal “Oleanna” engages, entertains 
BY MATT CROWLEY
Sta! Writer
Diana Ruskin to give 
senior voice recital 
BY BEN MCMILLAN
Sta! Writer
Whether students are working out at the KAC, poring over their books at the library or chilling in their 
dorms, iPods are a part of this campus. We decided to !nd out what you are listening to on those little con-
traptions. As a recurring feature, we will ask three Kenyon students what they are listening to and why.
SARAH DOWLING ’11
“OPPOSITE DAY”
ANDREW BIRD
Why: “It’s very soothing, folk- 
in"uenced … calming. It’s a good 
call for mid-term week.”
Pod Pro!les
BY CALEB RUOPP, DESIGN BY DANIEL STREICHER
EMILY RAPP ’12
“STARS AND BOULEVARDS” 
Augustana
Why: “It’s really good to study 
to. It’s part of a mix iTunes made 
for me using Genius, to make 
study mixes.”
JOSH SAMUELS ’12
Why: “It’s not my favorite song 
of hers, but I am a die-hard fan. I 
really like the piano in this song.”
“WE BELONG TOGETHER”
Mariah Carey
Learning to sing before she 
spoke, Diana Ruskin ’09 has always 
had an affinity for music. “It’s been 
something that’s connected me to 
other people,” Ruskin said. “I was 
really close to my grandmother, 
who introduced me to music from 
the 1930s and 1940s.” Growing up 
in Arlington, Va., Ruskin said that 
she has had many opportunities 
to perform. “Arlington actually 
has a good couple of community 
theaters,” she said.
Ruskin, a psycholog y major, 
plans to attend graduate school 
after graduation. “I ’ve applied 
to seven schools, and now I have 
to choose,” she said. Planning on 
pursuing a master’s degree in coun-
seling psychology, with a specialty 
in performance anxiety, Ruskin 
sees many similarities between 
performing and counseling. “You 
have to be able to read people, and 
also be able to work with difficult 
people,” Ruskin said.
Ruskin’s interests go beyond 
music and psychology. 
“My mom intro duce d me 
to cooking sophomore year, and 
I’ve taken to it very quickly,” she 
said. Ruskin also enjoys studio 
art, and used to take classes. “Un-
fortunately, that’s sort of fallen by 
the wayside because of my music 
classes,” she said.
Ruskin will perform a wide 
variety of music for her senior 
recital, including Handel, Mozart, 
Sondheim, Rodgers and Hammer-
stein and Harold Arlen. She will 
be joined by Kate Hamilton ’09 
for a duet in one number and will 
have two accompanists, Adjunct 
Instructor of Piano Patricia Pelfrey 
and Sacha Jowise ’09. 
Ruskin plans on continuing 
music as a hobby for a long time. 
“I have to play Eliza Doolittle,” 
she said. “I can’t stop until I play 
her.”
Ruskin credits Kenyon with 
helping her develop her musical 
career.  “Kenyon’s been a great 
place,” she said. “I’ve never felt like 
I couldn’t do this or that, or that I 
couldn’t fit anything together. This 
recital is my fond farewell.”
Ruskin will perform on Sun-
day, March 22 at 2:00 p.m. in 
Brandi Recital Hall.
David Mamet’s “Oleanna” 
is a difficult play in the best of 
circumstances .  With overlap -
ping dialogue, long theoretical 
monologues, contentious subject 
matter and only two characters 
to tell a complex and emotion-
ally ambig uous stor y, Mamet’s 
script is overrun with obstacles. 
To have two college seniors play-
ing the characters adds a further 
complication, because so much of 
the play deals with the relation-
ship between an older man in a 
position of power over a younger 
woman.
Though they could not avoid 
some characteristic pitfalls, direc-
tor Griffin Horn ’09 and actors 
Cl ay  vo n  Ca rl owi t z  ’ 0 9  a n d 
Marielle Ebersol ’09 did a com-
mendable job of creating a show 
that was engaging , energetic and 
entertaining despite these myriad 
challenges.
Von Carlowitz plays a college 
professor, John, who is a tenure 
candidate in the final stages of 
purchasing a new home. He is 
confronted by Carol, played by 
Ebersol, a student who cannot un-
derstand the material in his class. 
Through a series of seemingly in-
nocuous gestures, he provides her 
with a case for sexual harassment. 
As a result of these accusations, 
John’s life begins to fall apart. 
John is a cocky, self-styled in-
tellectual renegade who delights 
in maligning the system that pays 
his bills. Beginning with John’s 
harassed conversation with his 
wife on the phone, von Carlow-
itz’s portrayal is aggressive and 
slightly manic; John is the type 
of man who can engage in ques-
tionably appropriate conversation 
and action without realizing its 
offensiveness  until  it  is  made 
apparent. In fact, von Carlowitz 
imbued his character with enough 
appeal that the audience did not 
initially realize his offensiveness 
either, complicating our feelings 
towards him once his flaws are 
spelled out. 
Though always entertaining 
to watch, von Carlowitz would 
occasionally get caught in his 
own world, focusing on his char-
acterization and forgetting to 
listen to his stage partner. This 
led to murky motivations at some 
points. Why does he offer her an 
“A” if she agrees to keep meeting 
with him? What causes him to 
touch her shoulder? Motivation 
was further clouded as expansive 
monologues caused moments of 
key importance to sometimes get 
lost in a sea of text. 
Carol, in direct contrast, is 
uptight, anxious and a firm be-
liever in rules. Ebersol’s depiction 
of an upset, uncomprehending 
student—particularly in the first 
scene through her quiet disap-
proval, her nervous questions and 
her compulsion to continuously 
take notes—is excellent and lays 
the groundwork for what is to fol-
low. As the play goes on and her 
position of power shifts, however, 
she seems caught in the role of the 
attacker.
Horn’s direction was intel-
ligent and appropriate. Scenes 
were tight and crisp overall and 
the movements of the actors were 
interesting without seeming stagy. 
On occasion, points of intensity 
onstage seemed not to build so 
much as spike, becoming heated 
all of a sudden as the script de-
manded it, but on the whole Horn 
took what could easily slip into 
boredom or histrionics and gave 
it a genuine air.
The major  f law with la st 
weekend’s show was its one-sid-
edness. The tagline to the 1994 
film version of “Oleanna” reads, 
“He said it was a lesson. She said 
it was sexual harassment. Which-
ever side you take, you’re wrong.” 
But with Kenyon’s “Oleanna,” the 
issue of who was in the right and 
who was in the wrong was all too 
clear. After an initial scene filled 
with self-abasing intellectual inse-
curity, Ebersol’s Carol turns more 
and more towards the offensive, 
finally becoming a tormentor of 
Von Carlowitz’s slightly crass but 
well-intentioned professor. This 
imbalance deprives the play of 
much of its complexity. Instead 
of portraying a clash between two 
reasonable people with opposed 
worldviews, it becomes the venge-
ful destruction of a flawed man by 
a vindictive opponent. 
Part of the fascination of the 
play is our shift in expectations 
as spectators. Though we initially 
side with John, we begin to see 
that Carol’s accusations of sexism 
and improper behavior are true 
when the professor’s back is to 
the wall. In this production, how-
ever, our sympathies are firmly 
rooted. This makes even the last 
moments of shocking violence in 
the play lose some power. What 
might have been devastating and 
unforg ivable  proof  of  Carol’s 
argument instead comes across 
as an unstable man lashing out 
physically at a woman who has 
mentally tortured him. 
Despite the difficulties inher-
ent in its production, “Oleanna,” 
in its sometimes brutal depiction 
of a relationship between a profes-
sor and pupil, is an intriguing and 
bold choice for a college campus. 
Watching the action unfold, there 
were undoubtedly squirms from 
both teachers and students in the 
theater. To attempt to elicit such 
strong feelings is ambitious, and 
to succeed is impressive. Though 
not flawless, the cast and crew 
of  “Oleanna” surmounted the 
obstacles to create a meaningful 
and engaging play. 
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KATE KREMER ’11 AS NANCY AND DAN TAKACS ’09 AS RALPH STAR IN “FROZEN.”
KALI GREFF
Dynamic performances resonate in “Frozen” 
BY KATHRYN WEST
Sta! Writer
Without giving in to sensational-
ism or sap and without being "ippant 
about its heavy subject matter, the 
Kenyon College Drama Club’s recent 
production of “Frozen” provoked a 
broad range of emotion from tears 
to raucous, albeit always short-lived, 
laughter. #e play reveals the inter-
connected states of psychological 
damage that cause three people to live 
as if frozen. Kenyon’s production was 
beautifully staged and acted with such 
genuine intensity as to create a crisp, 
professional piece of theatre. 
#e story plays fast and loose 
with time and place. #e lights rise 
on Agatha, played by Catie Sesler ’10, 
having a panic attack as she prepares 
to leave her apartment. By the time 
it is revealed that she is the psychia-
trist, the audience has already placed 
her character in the category of the 
psychologically damaged, if not fully 
insane. Nancy, played by Kate Kremer 
’11, stands to consciously address the 
audience, with whom her relationship 
throughout is one of storyteller and 
rapt listeners. Nancy is the primary 
expositor of the action. Although 
it is not clear until later, she begins 
telling us her story from 20 years 
before Agatha leaves on her trip, and 
throughout Act I is leading her story 
up to the present. Agatha remains 
!rmly in the present the whole time 
while Ralph, played by Dan Takacs 
’09 in ful!llment of his senior thesis, 
is functionally in the present, with 
frequent "ashbacks and description 
of past events. 
Director Ken Worall ’09 took 
this script on with a strong sense of 
the visual possibilities of the stage. 
A minimalist set design by Lizzy Lee 
’09 was complemented by ambitious 
and intricate sound and light design. 
These design aspects were by and 
large successful, despite moments 
when the ambitious aspect of the 
design allowed it to distract from 
the intimate rapport between actor 
and audience.
All of the movement in time and 
place was represented with light and 
sound, designed by Kelly Anderson 
’12 and Will Cirocco ’10 respectively. 
While such indications worked quite 
well to transition between scenes, 
when the changes were within a scene, 
they could be distracting and confus-
ing, particularly before the function 
of the changes was understood. 
#e sound design was much more 
ambitious than might be expected for 
a typical student production. From 
the !rst moment, there was frequent 
use of music and ‘white noise’-style 
background e$ects. Sound was also 
used well in more concrete ways, as, 
for example, the chilling e$ect of a 
little girl’s giggle, heard a%er Ralph’s 
recounting of a scene from his past.
The set was made up of three 
distinct locations, the sense of isola-
tion achieved by the spotlight circles 
on each. When characters begin to 
break through the circles and enter 
into one another’s worlds, the sense 
of “breaking through” is more than 
physical, and we begin to wonder how 
these damaged people will begin to 
forge connections. When Nancy !rst 
breaks out of her circle, it is to enter 
Ralph’s space in a moment out of re-
ality. #is moment came as a surprise 
and called for a stronger connection 
between the characters.
In the hands of a less capable 
director, a play with such brief scenes 
could have felt choppy, but Worrall’s 
staging delicately orchestrated the 
many transitions. A particularly 
smooth, physically beautiful transi-
tion occurred between two scenes 
as Ralph rises from the "oor while 
Nancy sinks down to it just a few feet 
from him. A great narrative transi-
tion occurred when Agatha took the 
distress she felt in her lecture into the 
prison, where Ralph’s reaction would 
illustrate the lecture’s subject matter. 
#e three actors each took on 
their character with a di$erent type of 
physicality. Ralph’s character could be 
seen in Takacs’ whole body, whether 
he was slouching in his chair or limp-
ing about the stage. Takacs also gave 
us physical comedy, as in the scene of 
Agatha’s examination. In his manner 
of leaning toward others, he gave the 
sense of desiring a connection, only 
to shrink back again. This desire 
for connection was most consistent 
with the audience, to whom Ralph 
seemed to be pleading his case, as to a 
jury. Takacs must overcome whatever 
natural revulsion a person would feel 
toward playing a pedophilic serial 
killer, for there was no sense of guilt, 
nor of evil or even much sense of 
creepiness or danger. Takacs, quite 
rightly, was not playing a villain. 
While Ralph speaks directly 
to the audience, Nancy is more in 
her head, sorting through what has 
happened by telling stories, with the 
audience playing more minimal role. 
However, Kremer’s rapport with the 
audience was what gave her such 
believability. Only in those moments 
where she went completely into 
herself, physically collapsing inward 
and breaking away from eye contact, 
did she lose some of her credibility. 
Kremer’s physical talents lie in her 
facial expressions. She conveyed the 
multi-layered emotions underlying 
her words broadly enough to reach 
the audience yet subtly enough to 
appear natural. Kremer’s expressions 
also gave her great range with impres-
sions, a vital part of her storytelling 
role. 
Sesler supplied variation in tone 
through her vocal range. As Agatha 
changes context, the pitch, speed and 
breathiness of her voice adapted, so 
that the audience could have grasped 
her emotions from sound alone. 
Visually, her manner of interacting 
changed as well. Sesler came to speak 
more directly to the audience, as if at a 
conference, when Agatha was present-
ing her thesis to the audience. At the 
beginning, the psychiatrist’s craziness 
is directed inward and the official 
technical speech is directed to the 
audience, but as the two get mixed 
up, Sesler connects more with the 
audience in these direct emotional 
addresses. 
#e changing role of the audi-
ence draws it in and allows the play to 
be viewed from many separate angles. 
When the turn comes at the end, the 
audience has so accepted the mindset 
of each character that when they be-
gin to thaw and change, it is almost 
impossible to believe. As Ralph lies 
down on the "oor like a little boy 
to write his apology letter, there is a 
revelatory note in voice, more than 
remorse or sorrow. #e sense of guilt 
is obviously a brand new thought. 
Both this and his subsequent act of 
tearing up the letter needed an extra 
moment to justify those surprises, or 
an explanation from the psychiatrist. 
Despite the moment of confusion 
over how exactly it happened, as 
Ralph searched the eyes of the audi-
ence just before hanging himself, the 
audience could see that he had, for 
better or worse, begun to thaw.
What did you think of the Oscars?
SUSAN LIVERMORE ’12 CLAY VON CARLOWITZ ’09 JAMAL JORDAN ’12 KATHLEEN JORDAN ’11 MIA NEIDHARDT ’12
“I was really happy with 
[what the show did] for 
gay rights and I thought 
that Dustin Lance Black’s 
acceptance speech was 
very touching.”
“I thought the way they 
presented the acting 
nominations took 
away from the previous 
objectivity of the rolling 
of clips of the nominees.”
“I’ve always had an 
a&nity for acceptance 
speeches. #e acceptance 
speech by the writer of 
‘Milk’ almost brought me 
to tears.”
“I think Mickey Rourke 
should have won and 
Miley Cyrus ruined the 
evening.”
“I loved it because Sean 
Penn and Kate Winslet 
won.”
 -Noah Heinrich and Saul Nathan-Kazis
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The Kenyon Collegian
Lords basketball 
shoots to semifinals
In spectacular fashion, the 
fifth-seeded Kenyon Lords bas-
ketball team stormed into Pam 
Evans Smith Arena at Wittenberg 
University to earn a place in the 
conference semifinals for the first 
time in 14 seasons, defeating the 
fourth-seeded and favored Tigers 
by a final score of 65-60. Kenyon 
came into the game fresh off an em-
barrassing loss by 22 points to the 
same Wittenberg team just three 
days prior; that night, however, the 
Lords were without the services of 
its two leading scorers, senior for-
ward and conference Player of the 
Year candidate Bryan Yelvington 
‘09 and guard J.T. Knight ‘11. 
Kenyon was glad to have Yelv-
ington and Knight back in the 
lineup as both returned to lead 
the Lords to the shocking vic-
tory. Knight led all players with 
18 points, including four three-
pointers, and Yelvington added 15 
points, with eight of those coming 
at the charity stripe, collecting 
eight rebounds. Guard Jim Arce 
’09 commented that it was a “huge 
boost to have [Yelvington] and 
[Knight] back. It made a huge dif-
ference in the game for us.”
Wittenberg opened the quar-
terfinal match running hot, as 
they took a ten-point lead in the 
first few minutes of the half. The 
Lords battled back, and guard Dave 
Jolson ’09 helped bring the half-
time deficit to three as he scored 
five points to spark a late Kenyon 
run, with the Lords heading into 
the locker room down by a score 
of 35-32. 
Kenyon came out to start the 
second frame continuing the mo-
mentum they took into the locker 
room, as the Lords kept the game 
tight with tough defense, holding 
the Tigers to a minimal 28 percent 
shooting in the second half, com-
pared to a shooting percentage of 
54 percent for Wittenberg in the 
first frame. Even while holding 
the Tigers’ leading scorer, Kevin 
Murray ’09, to only three points 
in the half, the Lords were unable 
to overtake Wittenberg on the 
scoreboard for the first 18 minutes 
of the half. The hard work on the 
defensive end paid off for the Lords 
down the stretch, as Arce conjured 
up some of the same magic he had 
on display last Wednesday against 
Hiram by draining two consecutive 
three-pointers, accounting for all 
six of his points, to give the Lords 
the lead 61-55 with 43 seconds 
remaining.
Along with Yelvington, the 
Lords frontcourt helped drive most 
of the offense, as forward Allen 
Bediako ‘09 added ten points, and 
fellow forward Dave Knapke ’10 
had nine points and grabbed six 
rebounds. 
Wittenberg was led by lead-
ing-scorer Kevin Murray ’09, who 
was held to only 11 points on 
the night, going 5-14 from the 
field, and forward Mark Snyder 
’10, who added ten points and six 
rebounds. 
Knight and Yelvington sealed 
the game with a pair of free throws 
apiece to close  out the g ame, 
handing Wittenberg its first non-
winning season in a National Col-
legiate Athletic Association-record 
40 seasons, as the Tigers finished 
with a 13-13 mark. Kenyon takes 
its 16-10 season mark to the Col-
lege of Wooster this Friday night, 
when the Lords take on the top-
seeded Fighting Scots in the con-
ference semifinals. 
The Kenyon Squash Club shows solidarity after their three victories at nationals. COURTESY OF ALEXANDRA NOLAN
BY KALI GrEFF
Sports Editor
This past weekend, Feb. 20-22, 
Kenyon’s own club squash team ventured 
all the way out to Princeton, N.J. to 
compete in the vigorous annual College 
Squash Association’s Team National 
Championships. Kenyon took home 
the bacon, winning Nationals in the Se-
rues Division over such teams as Purdue 
University, Vassar College, University of 
Vermont, University of North Carolina, 
Boston University, Fordham University 
and Washington University.
The lineup consisted of nine men 
for national competition: Peter Nolan ’11 
at Kenyon’s top spot, then Matt Sargent 
’10 at number two, then David Still ’09, 
Brandon Bollinger ’11, Spencer Carlson 
’12, team captain Mike Shea ’10, Danilo 
Lobo Dias ’12, Christopher Wert ’12 and 
rohit Sudarshan ’11, who rounded out 
the team to represent Kenyon.
Number five player Carlson re-
counted Kenyon’s progression through 
the tournament: “We went into the 
tournament placed in the Serues Cup 
Divison ranked number one out of eight 
teams. Unfortunately, the competition 
wasn’t too terribly stiff and we basically 
steam-rolled through. Our first match 
resulted in a 9-0 win over University of 
Vermont, our second was a win 8-1 versus 
Vassar and the finals were against Purdue, 
in which we claimed victory in smashing 
form, clobbering them 8-1.”
“Our mindset was very positive,” 
Coach John Knepper ’62, a Kenyon 
alumnus, former squash player and the 
team’s advisor, said. “We knew we were 
strong, I would say we were pretty con-
fident. We had every reason to think on 
paper, because we were the number-one 
seed, on paper it said we should win. But 
everybody in athletics knows that until 
you do it, you haven’t done it. And we 
played well. The individual performances 
were excellent.”
Kenyon’s team started out the season 
ranked in the 50’s on the CSA’s national 
list, which is updated each week as teams 
shuffle up and down in ranking through 
the various matches throughout the 
season. By the end of the season, though, 
Kenyon had climbed to spot number 41, 
even prior to the final rankings, which are 
released within the next couple weeks.
The prospects for the Kenyon 
squash team are bright, according to 
Knepper, as long as the word keeps getting 
out about squash to other surrounding 
colleges and universities and the players 
keep their focus on the next obstacle at 
hand—moving up a division.
“The challenge for us now is to get 
into the next division up, and in order to 
do that, we’re going to have to play some of 
those teams [ranked in the division] above 
us,” Knepper said. “We’re going to have to 
play somebody and beat somebody–re-
place ’em. We’re the rookie on the block 
now, so we’re going to have to schedule 
them to get it done. Once we work our 
way into that group, we will compete with 
that group at Nationals next year.”
Being able to watch the upper-level 
teams play with such high skill at the CSA 
National Championships proved to be an 
inspiration for this up-and-coming team 
in the years to come.
“I was not able to accompany the 
team to Nationals last year, so I hadn’t seen 
what was really going on in top college 
squash until this year, and I can tell you, 
it’s got me pretty fired up, to see how the 
game is really played, and it lets you know 
what you need to be working toward,” 
Knepper said.
“Participating at Nationals this past 
weekend has opened my, and all the other 
players’, eyes into seeing how great this 
game truly is,” Carlson said.
Kenyon squash wins Nationals
BY JAMES ASIMES
Staff Writer
The Kenyon Ladies basketball team 
hosted the Hiram College Terriers Tues-
day night, Feb. 24, in a North Coast Ath-
letic Conference quarterfinal match-up. 
The number-two seeded Ladies earned 
the honor of hosting a conference playoff 
game by finishing the season with an 11-5 
conference record and followed through 
with that high seeding by handily defeat-
ing the challenging Terriers 64-48. 
Kenyon came out of the gates in 
great form, opening the first half on a 18-
3 run and capitalizing on many Hiram 
turnovers and continued sloppy play; 
however, the Terriers rallied with an 8-0 
run of their own to close the deficit to 
seven midway through the half. Hiram 
continued this better play, bringing 
the score as close as 24-20, but Kenyon 
pushed the surging Terriers back to close 
the opening frame with an 11-point lead 
as the teams headed into the locker room, 
Kenyon leading 33-22. 
“We came out really strong last night 
and it showed us how our confidence can 
really help us perform better,” guard Elana 
Carlson ’11 said regarding the Ladies’ 
performance last night. “We’re taking that 
confidence into the semifinals.”
In the second half, the Ladies built 
on their momentum, using ruthless 
defense to keep Hiram from putting 
together any semblance of a rally. Ken-
yon kept the Terriers at arms distance, 
leading by at least eight points the entire 
half. Kenyon also somehow improved 
its defense in the second half, and after 
holding Hiram to 35 percent shooting 
in the first half, the Terriers were held 
below 30 percent shooting in the second 
frame. For the game, Kenyon also forced 
17 Hiram turnovers, while only giving up 
13 on the night. 
Forward Kathleen Williams ’11 
provided much of the offense on the 
night, as she shot 67 percent from the 
floor en route to scoring 23 points and 
adding nine rebounds to the victory. 
Carlson added 12 points and three steals, 
and both guard Laurel Stokes ’10 and 
forward Laura Goehrke ’10 added nine 
points apiece. Guard Kat Powers ’11 also 
added eight points off the bench. 
Hiram was paced by Tiffany Shields 
’12, who added 11 points and four re-
bounds, and who accounted for both of 
the Terriers’ blocks that night.  
The Kenyon Ladies will travel to 
Denison University this Friday, Feb. 27, 
as they take on the Allegheny Gators in 
the conference semifinals at 6:00 p.m. 
This is the Ladies’ fifth straight trip to the 
conference semifinals.
BY JAMES ASIMES
Staff Writer
Ladies basketball cruises to semis
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